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c ATLAS OF
DISCOVER

The story of exploration is the story of
history’s greatest adventures, resound-
ing with tales of courage and of achieve-
ment in the face of impossible odds. It is
a story that begins far back in the mists
of time, and that even now is not com-
plete. For, although little of the earth
remains unknown, man is constantly
seeking new worlds to conquer, or fresh
deeds to dare.

This atlas tells the story of man's
gradual discovery of his world. The form
was chosen so that the route each
pioneer followed could be plotted in
detail: and the maps showing the
explorers’ journeys are augmented by
others, picturing the world as it was
thought to be in the time of the explor-
ers, and showing political and geographi-
cal features of their day. The maps are
linked and amplified by the text, which

describes the discoverers. their motives, , b S o
and their explorations into the unknown 2oeg - ";'ﬂ;:
world. ¥ 5 1A .
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In an introduction compiled post- r ¥

humously from the writings of Sir
Francis Chichester, one of the present
century’s greatest adventurers, Sir Fran-
cis describes the search for challenge and
achievement that was the moving spirit
of his life, and of the lives of many of the
explorers who have helped to open up
the world. Thereafter, first in chrono-
logical, then in geographical frame-
work. the history of discovery unfolds.
From the first wanderings of primitive
men, and civilization’s earliest recorded
expeditions, it leads through the epic
journeys of exploration to man’s latest
adventure—the space flights of the

present century.
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About this Atlas

The Atlas of Discovery tells the story of explora-
tion from the very earliest times to the present
day. The first three chapters are organized chrono-
logically, from the first wanderings of primitive
men, and civilization’s earliest recorded journeys,
up to the first circumnavigation of the world in
A.D. 1519-22. Then, through chapters 4 to 11, the
story unfolds geographically, region by region.
The final chapters, 12 and 13, deal with explor-
ation of different kinds—man’s investigation of
the oceans, and his first ventures into space. At
the beginning of each of the first 11 chapters—
those dealing with geographical exploration—an
illuminated globe highlights in blue the areas
‘where the journeys described in that chapter took
place, and on the relief maps in these chapters the
areas of interest are highlighted in green. To make
cross reference between maps and text easier, the
name of each explorer whose journey is mapped is
printed in bold type.
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Frontispiece: During the Great Age of Discovery
in the 1400's and early 1500’s, in ships similar to
this, the sea route to India was discovered, the
Americas reached, and the first circumnavigation
of the world was made.

Right: From the discovery of the world’s conti-
nents and islands, Europeans turned to the
exploration of the newly discovered lands. Here,
explorers stand at the foot of a waterfall deep in
the South American interior.
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Sir Francis Chichester’s thoughts on the challenge of life

“I think a cruise is delightful, and I have enjoyed a number, both
as air-pilot and in sail. But it is not to be compared with racing,
record-breaking, or doing something that has not been done
before, for excitement, interest, sport, and the satisfaction of
achievement. Those of you who have both raced and cruised
know exactly what I mean; you have only to recall the excite-
ment and sport and fatigue that you have had out of four
hours racing compared with four hours of a leisurely sail.”

This is how, in 1969, Sir Francis Chichester summed up the
moving spirit of his life, the search for challenge and
achievement that he shared with so many of the adventurers
of the past. He was to have written the foreword to this book
about those great adventurers, the pioneers of world
discovery, but unfortunately he never saw it completed.

During the spring and summer of 1972, while making his

public preparations for his latest adventure, a third and final

entry in the Singlehanded Transatlantic Race, Sir Francis

was privately battling with the fatal illness that forced him
to retire from the race and caused his death two months
after his return to England. After his death, his son Giles
compiled these words from his writings.

“I look back and find that romance, romantic adventure,
has been the keynote of my life.”” Even in Sir Francis’ childhood,
this was true. His first solo expedition with an adventure in it
happened when he was 11 years old. ‘I used to wander all day
through the woods in North Devon by myself . . . I caught a snake.
This viper bit me and for 20 hours, so [ was told, it was touch and go
whether I would survive. This seemed strange when very few people
died from snake bites in England, and it was caused by the fact that [
had traveled seven miles, as fast as I could, running and on a bicycle,
hampered, perhaps, for the first part of the journey by the snake that I was
still carrying.”

Aviation was still in its infancy when, in 1929, Sir Francis took up flying. He
was quick to sense the excitement of solo flight. *“I can still feel the thrill of many
of the ‘firsts’ of that time. Such as the first solo landing and then the first time I
went up alone at night. The tremendous thrill of landing in the dark, no luxuries like
lights to help one take off or land . . . Of course, doing things by oneself, 1 find that one






A Sir Francis Chichester on board
Gipsy Moth 1V, the boat in which he
made his voyage around the world.
Sir Francis had been a keen aviator
before taking up sailing, and all his
boats were named after the Gipsy Moth
airplane in which he flew from England
to Australia in 1929-30 and made the
first east-west solo flight across the
Tasman Sea. Gipsy Moth I1, bought
secondhand after World War 11, was
his first boat, but it was in the new
Gipsy Moth Il thar Sir Francis
won the first Singlehanded Trans-
atlantic Race in 1960. After the
second singlehanded race across the
Atlantic in 1964, when he finished
second, Sir Francis conceived -his
plan for a round-the-world voyage, and
Gipsy Moth IV was born. After the
circumnavigation, Gipsy Moth 1V
was put into dry dock at Greenwich,
beside the wool clipper Cutty Sark.
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is much more efficient. I seem to come to life when I am
thrown onto my own resources.” “Although to my regret, I
never achieved a big first in solo flying, I did pull off one or
two minor firsts which I found thrilling and satisfying. I was
the first person to fly solo from New Zealand to Australia
across the Tasman Sea. Then I had all the sport and thrills
I could wish for when I made the first long-distance solo
flight in a seaplane. This was from New Zealand to Japan
in 1931. But the first which gave me the greatest satisfac-
tion was that of devising a system of astronomical navi-
gation to find a 3}-thousand-acre island in the Tasman
Sea while flying alone and solely depending on sextant
observations of the sun.”

From flying, Sir Francis Chichester turned to sailing,
and it was as a sailor that he achieved the feat for which he
will be longest remembered, his circumnavigation of the
world in 1966-7. ““The thrill of Gipsy Moth’s voyage around
the world is a priceless treasure for me. I believe this is
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because there were some unique features about the
voyage. Other yachts have sailed around the world by
Cape Horn, but this was the first time it had been done by
a small boat in two passages. And then the speed meant a
lot to me, circumnavigating at twice the speed of the next
fastest small vessel. The thrill of these things can never be
repeated. How many people could name the second
person to climb Mount Everest, or the second person to
fly alone across the Atlantic, or for that matter the second
person to fly alone from England to Australia [this was
Sir Francis himself]. The hard fact is that once something
has been done, much of the first-time magic has gone. »

For Sir Franms, there were common factors in all he
had set out to do, and he summed up the most important
of these in his last book, published in 1971. “At the head
of the list came the attraction of doing something that had
never been done before, because of the appeal of the
untried, the unknown, and the excitement.”
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A The route Sir Francis Chichester
followed on his voyage around the
world. When Sir Francis sailed from
Piymouth on 27 August 1966, his aim
was to make a circumnavigation using
the route of the wool clippers which
used to ply between England and
Australia. He hoped to equal their
passage time of 100 days from
Plymouth to Sydney and, perhaps, to
make the fastest ever circumnavigation
of the world by a small boat. Despite
setbacks, he arrived in Sydney only
seven days behind schedule, and on
29 January 1967 he set sail from
Sydney bound for Cape Horn. He
rounded the Horn on 20 March in a
howling gale, then set his course north.
On 24 April, he crossed the equator,
and on 28 May he was back in
Plymouth. On 7 July, in recognition of
his magnificent achievement, he was
dubbed knight by the Queen.



I ‘(e Beginning

Long, long ago, in the dawn of his existence on earth, man first set out into the
unknown. In those far-off days, tens of thousands of years before the birth of Christ,
almost every journey was a journey of discovery. Men knew only their immediate
neighborhood—the river where they fished, the forest where they hunted, the
spring where they drank. Although their homes were only primitive shelters,
still they represented security in a world full of danger. When a man left

his familiar surroundings, he was at the mercy of the unknown.

Yet, despite their fears, men did venture beyond the safety of the .
area they knew. They forged paths across the trackless wilderness,
and sailed down turbulent rivers. Their expeditions were
motivated not by love of adventure, but by need, as they sought
food and shelter, or fled from danger. They journeyed to no
special country, in search of no definite goal. Their travels
ended where they found a safe place to make their homes.
By 10,000 B.C., man had discovered the secrets of cultivating
crops and of domesticating animals, and permanent
farming settlements had replaced the nomadic hunting
communities of earlier years. Still, however, periodic
upheavals took place; these carried men far into the
unknown world.

The men who made these, the world’s first journeys of
exploration, could not write, and left no record of the
paths they had followed, or of the lands through which
they had passed. Present-day knowledge of their wander-
ings is derived from archeological findings, but no such
information was available to the primitive travelers
themselves. A man’s journeys died with him, and although
one traveler might follow in the footsteps of another, he
had no warning of the difficulties he would meet on his
way. Every journey was a new and terrifying undertaking.
Thousands of years were to pass before men recorded their
travels, and a picture of the world could be built up.

Even with the beginning of recorded journeys, and the
consolidation of knowledge, exploration was a slow process.
Equipment was primitive, and direction finding difficult, so that at
sea mariners dared not venture out of sight of land, and on land
travelers were in constant danger of getting lost. Ships were frail, and
shipwreck frequent, while on land travelers often faced hazardous
terrain. Always there was the danger of death if food and water should
run out.

In spite of such great difficulties, the early explorers pushed back the
frontiers of the unknown. They learned about the lands they lived in, then about
other lands beyond. From the isolated communities of earlier times, they forged a
known, civilized world, whose boundaries spread wider with each succeeding year.
The story of how man’s knowledge of his world increased is the story of discovery. Its
first chapter begins with the appearance of civilization on earth.
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ivilization first grew up between

5000 and 6000 years ago in the
so-called Fertile Crescent of the
Middle East, an arc of rich land
curving from the Nile Valley, through
the coastlands of the eastern Med-
iterranean and the valleys of the
Euphrates and Tigris rivers, to the
Persian Gulf. There, for the first
time, cultured, organized societies
emerged in which the nomadic
hunting and agricultural existence of
earlier times was replaced by a
planned economy, and a sophisticated
way of life. Village settlements
became towns, a system of govern-
ment evolved, and religion, learning,
and the arts flourished. Writing was
invented, with the result that journeys
of exploration could at last be
recorded. With this, the story of
discovery becomes clearer.

In ancient times, the Persian Gulf
probably extended farther northwest
than it does now, and the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers entered it at two
separate places instead of, as today,
through a single mouth. The region
between the two—known as Meso-

potamia, meaning ‘‘between the
rivers”’—included the lands of Akkad
and Sumer. In Sumer, one of the
world’s earliest civilizations emerged.
Its life centered around its great
rivers, and on these rivers the first
Jjourneys of the Sumerians took place.
But as their civilization developed,
they needed raw materials unobtain-
able at home, and they began to
venture farther afield in search of
them. In time, they were sailing the
Persian Gulf to trade with India.

As trade led to exploration, so too
did conquest, for the expansion of
civilization resulted in an increase in
knowledge of the world. Around
2700 B.c., nomadic invaders from
Akkad conquered the Sumerians, but
within 600 years they, too, had been
overthrown. The Elamites, their
conquerors, in turn fell to new
invaders, the Amorites, who made
Babylon their capital, and ruled until
about 1750 B.c. Babylonia was to
come into power again in the 600's
B.C., when the Chaldeans made
Babylon their capital, initiating the
great period of new Babylonian rule.

A Early Middle Eastern civilizations.

Before 2900 B.cC., in the region of
Assur on the upper Tigris, the
foundations of the great empire of
Assyria were laid. Through trade
with Sumer, the Assyrians adopted
Sumerian civilization, and in time
they began the spread of Assyrian
rule. In the 700’s B.C., they estab-
lished an empire extending from the
Persian Gulf to the Nile, but in the
600’s, they fell to attacks from the
Babylonians and Medes.

Civilization first emerged in Egypt,
in the valley of the Lower Nile, at
approximately the same time as in
Sumer, and Egypt was to become one
of the most highly developed, as well
as one of the longest-lived, nations of
ancient times. The life of the country
revolved around the Nile River, and
on that river the Egyptians made
their first voyages. Later, however,
like the Sumerians, the need to trade
drove them beyond the Egyptian
shores. It was they who made the
first seagoing voyage ever recorded.
In2600 B.C., an Egyptian fleet voyaged
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to Byblos in Phoenicia for cedarwood
from the mountains of Lebanon, and
brought 40 shiploads of timber back
to Egypt. The Egyptians made other
expeditions, t0o, most of them, like
the voyage to Byblos, in search of
raw materials unobtainable at home.

Around 2270 B.c., several such
trading expeditions were made by
Herkhuf (dates unknown), governor
of Egypt’s southern province. Herk-
huf traveled south up the Nile,
returning with ivory, ebony, and
frankincense. He even brought back
a pygmy from one expedition.

From Punt, to the southeast of
Egypt, the Egyptians obtained the
incense that they used in religious
ceremonies. The first recorded ex-
pedition to Punt took place as early
as 2500 B.c., in the reign of Sahure
(dates unknown). Nearly 500 years
later, an Egyptian named Hennu
(dates unknown) sent a ship to Punt
for myrrh. The most famous expedi-
tion to Punt was, however, the one
commissioned by Queen Hatshepsut
(dates unknown) in 1493 B.c., and
commanded by Nehsi (dates un-
known), who brought back myrrh
trees for Hatshepsut’s temple.

Despite their trading voyages,
however, the Egyptians were unwill-
ing sailors, and played little part in
opening up the Mediterranean Sea.
In time, they even left their trading
voyages to others, first to the Minoans
of Crete, and later to the Phoenicians.

The Minoans were the pioneers
of Mediterranean exploration, for
Crete’s prosperity depended on trade
and, for this island civilization, trade
depended on seagoing voyages. Their
supremacy only lasted until about
1400 B.c., however. Then, the Minoan
civilization was destroyed, by an
earthquake, or perhaps by aninvasion
from mainland Greece.

After the fall of Crete, the
Phoenicians, the most skillful sailors
of ancient times, dominated the
Mediterranean. Phoenicia was a
narrow country, bounded by the
Mediterranean on the west and by
the mountains of Lebanon on the
east and, when the population out-
grew the resources of the land, the
Phoenicians looked to the sea for
their living. Often employed as
carriers by other countries, they also
traded in cedarwood from the
mountains of Lebanon, and in red-
purple cloth, colored with a special
local dye. Phoenician seamen ex-
plored the Mediterranean from end
toend, and even ventured through the
Strait of Gibraltar into the unknown
Atlantic Ocean. Experts who have dis-
covered similarities in building styles
in the Middle East and the Americas
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even wonder whether they, or other
seamen of their time, may have sailed
right across the Atlantic. Such voy-
ages are as yet mere conjecture, but we
do know that the Phoenicians traveled
down the Gulf of Aqaba and into the
Red Sea and, although no proof of
suchanexpedition has yet been found,
the Greek historian Herodotus re-
14 cords that a Phoenician fleet sailed
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right around Africa 600 years before
the birth of Christ.

In the 500°s B.c., Phoenicia fell to
the Babylonians. Thereafter, the
Phoenician colony of Carthage took
up the challenge of the unknown.
Situated in present-day Tunisia, in
North Africa, Carthage founded a
powerful empire that stretched across
North Africa, and reached up into

Spain, The Carthaginians controlled
trade in the Mediterranean, but the
great sea beyond the Strait of
Gibraltar interested them more.
Carthaginian sailors discovered Ma-
deira, the Canary Islands, and the
Azores, and in about 450 B.C., a
Carthaginian named Himilco may
havesailed north to Britain. Certainly,
at about that time, an explorer




called Hanno voyaged out through
the Strait of Gibraltar, and far down
the African coast.

Trade or conquest inspired most of
the early journeys of exploration, but
in Hanno's voyage, another cause is
seen. For although Hanno had set
out with the intention of founding
colonies, he sailed on south even
after his mission was completed. For

the first time, a simple love of
discovery had prompted a journey
into the unknown.

This new spirit was embodied in
the travels of the Greeks, whose
passion for adventure was to lead
them far beyond the Mediterranean
world. The Greek civilization ori-
ginated in the Balkan Peninsula in
southern Europe, but as time passed,

-
50°

the Greeks founded colonies in Asia
Minor, and later spread throughout
the Mediterranean Sea. They also
explored the Black Sea, and traveled
north through Europe to the Baltic,

the North Sea, and the English
Channel. Their civilization was
characterized by a spirit of inquiry
and a natural curiosity, and this was
evident whenever the Greeksexplored.
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he Greek historian Herodotus

(484?7-4247 B.C.) wrote his His-
tories in the mid-400’s B.c. His book
was intended first and foremost as the
story of the Greeks’ long struggle
with the Persian Empire, but Hero-
dotus also included everything he
had been able to find out about the
geography, history, and peoples of
the world. His work, with the map
that can be reconstructed from his
descriptions, provides our most
detailed picture of the world of the
Greeks.

Herodotus was not only a great
writer, but he was also an adventur-
ous traveler. His researches for
his book took him from his home in
Halicarnassus in Asia Minor—the
peninsula of western Asia between
the Black Sea (Herodotus’ Pontus
Euxinus) and the Mediterranean—
through much of the known world.
His geographical descriptions are
based on the observations he made
on this journey, combined with what
he learned from people he met. From
this information, he built up a
picture of the world that is very
near the truth. The area he knew was
small, but his knowledge of it was
amazingly complete.

Herodotus scoffed at the popular
belief that Europe, Asia, and Africa
(which he called Libya) were all the
same size, and made up a circular
world. His view of the earth was
closer to our own, although, because
his knowledge was limited, he
described Europe as being as long as

Asia and Africa together. Of the
north and east he knew little, men-
tioning neither Britain nor Scan-
dinavia, and confessing ignorance of
eastern Asia. In the geography of
India, Herodotus made a surprising
mistake. Although he knew that
a Greek mariner called Scylax (dates
unknown) had sailed down the Indus
River and around Arabia into the
Red Sea, Herodotus maintained that
the Indus flowed southeast.

In two respects, Herodotus’ knowl-
edge was considerably in advance
of his time. He realized that the
Caspian was an inland sea and not,
as many geographers thought, a gulf
connected to the ocean that was
supposed to encircle the earth. Also,
he stated that Africa was surrounded
by sea, and cited the Phoenician
voyage commissioned by Necho in
600 B.c. as definite proof of this.
Some 500 years after Herodotus
wrote, the geographer Ptolemy, whose
knowledge was more detailed than
Herodotus’,  mistakenly  joined
southern Africa to Asia, making the
Indian Ocean into an inland sea.
Herodotus’ knowledge of the course
of the Nile was, however, as hazy as
of that of the Indus. According to
him, it rose south of the Atlas, and
flowed across Africa before turning
north to flow through Egypt toward
the Mediterranean Sea.

Nearly 50 years after Herodotus’
travels, another Greek made a
journey that did much to increase
knowledge of the east. A soldier

A World map, reconstructed from
descriptions in Herodotus’ Histories.

named Xenophon (434?-355? B.cC.) led
a force of 10,000 Greek troops from
the heart of the Persian Empire
overland to the Black Sea. The
Greeks had joined the Persian prince
Cyrus (424?-401 B.C.) in 2 war against
his brother King Artaxerxes 11 but
on Cyrus’ death in battle at Cunaxa,
they were stranded far from home.
They then elected Xenophon to lead
them back to Greece. The way over-
land through Asia Minor was long,
and Xenophon therefore decided to
try to reach the Black Sea, from
which the Greeks could easily find
their way home. Although the route
was unknown, and the conditions
harsh, Xenophon managed to com-
plete the grueling journey. He even
made notes about the lands through
which he and his 10,000 men had
passed, and which had formerly been
unknown to the Greeks.

Late in the 300’s, another Greek
made a journey that helped to fill in
the gaps in Herodotus’ description of
the north. His name was Pytheas
(dates unknown), and he set out
from Massalia (Marseille) in about
325 B.c. Opinions differ as to the
route he followed, but it is thought
he sailed up the western coast of
Europe, and along the coast of
Britain before continuing into the
northern seas. He had heard of an
island called Thule, supposed to be
the “outermost of all countries’’, and
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he thought that if he reached that
land, he might discover the farthest
limits of the world. -
Thule was probably Iceland, al-
though some think it was Norway,
and evidence has been produced to
support both claims. It is not certain,
however, whether Pytheas did get
there, for further details of his voyage

are obscure. When he returned to
Massalia, far from being honored for
his feat, he found his stories were
received with disbelief.

While Pytheas was making his
voyage of discovery north, another
Greek was exploring in the eastern
extreme of the world known to the
peoples of the Mediterranean. Notwo

expeditions could have been more
different. Pytheas’ small ship com-
pares strangely with the massed
troops of the Macedonian-Greek
army. Pytheas’ contemporary reputa-
tion is in contrast to the renown of
Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.).
Alexander was born in 356 B.C.,
son of King Philip II of Macedonia.
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e Greatest extent of Alexander's Empire

........... Persian Royal Roed

On his father's death, he inherited
not only the kingdom but also a plan
to unite the Macedonians and Greeks
against the Persians, who had overrun
the Greek colonies in Asia Minor,
and whose armies threatened Greece.
When Alexander crossed the Helles-
pont (Dardanelles) in 334 B.c., the
conquest of Persia was his goal.
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Alexander’s army swept through
the Persian Empire, liberating the
Greek colonies in Asia Minor and
pressing south into Syria and Egypt,
where he established Greek rule.
Returning north, he defeated the
Persian army at Gaugamela, but
King Darius escaped and fled east.
Soon afterward, he was murdered.

When Alexander heard of Darius’
death, he proclaimed himself king
of Persia. His pursuit of the Persian
monarch had led him deep into the
Persian Empire, but although his
conquest was complete, he did not
turn back. Instead, he spent several
years exploring east into Sogdiana
and Bactna, then in 327 B.c.,
crossed into northern India. There,
wearied by the long years of war, his
men rebelled. They would follow
him no further.

Ordering troops to march along the
banks of the Indus as a safeguard
against attack by hostile tribes, Alex-
ander and the rest of his men sailed
down the river in a fleet of especially
constructed ships. From the Indus
delta, he sent the sick and wounded
with Craterus (?-321 B.C.) by the
overland route to Persia, while he
himself led his best troops along the
unexplored Makran coast. Nearchus
(dates unknown) was to sail to the
Persian Gulf. In 324 B.c., the army
was reunited in Susa.

Alexander was as much an explorer
as a conqueror, and his journeys
almost doubled the area known to
the Greeks. He routed his marches
through as much unknown country
as possible, and arranged that a

v Alexander the Great.

record be kept of all the new things
he saw. After his return from India,
he sent expeditions to the Caspian
Sea, and down the Arabian coast,
but when he died in Babylon in 323
B.C., his curiosity about the unknown
was still unsated. No one knows
what discoveries he might have made
had he lived.
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“The Roman Empire

he ancient Mediterranean world

was to see the rise of one more
great power—Rome. From about
500 B.C., the city of Rome had
gradually increased the territory it
ruled, but when it looked beyond the
frontiers of Italy, it saw the might of
Carthage in its way. Three wars—the
Punic Wars—arose from the Romans’
struggle to overcome Carthage.

The Punic Wars, though fought
over known territory, gave rise to
one of the greatest feats of military
exploration ever. In 218 B.C., on the
outbreak of the second war, the
Carthaginian general Hannibal (247-
183 B.c.) led his troops from Spain,
across the Pyrenees and through Gaul
(France), and over the Alps, the
great mountain range guarding Italy’s
northern frontier. He planned a
surprise attack on the Romans, and
knew they would never expect him to
use such a hazardous route. Despite
the dangers his army faced, it made
the 135-mile crossing in only 15 days.

Even Hannibal’s inspired leader-
ship could not hold back the power
of Rome, however. In 201 B.C.,
Carthage lost the war and, little more
than 50 years later, the city itself was
destroved. Now Rome reigned
supreme in the Mediterranean. As
the Romans were more interested in
conquest than in exploration, most
of their journeys were military
expeditions—with discovery an oc-
casional bonus.

One such expedition was that of
Aelius Gallus (dates unknown) to
southern Arabia in 25-4 B.c. Gallus
failed in his object of capturing
Marib, center of the valuable Arabian
trade, so although he traveled over
much new country, his expedition
was judged a failure. The crossing of
the Atlas by Suetonius Paulinus
(dates unknown) in A.D. 42 was far
more acclaimed, even though his
only aim was to explore.

One Roman general did see his
conquests as more than military
achievements. This was Julius Caesar
(100-44 B.Cc.). It was Caesar who
conquered the country the Romans
called Gaul, and who in 55 B.c. first
led his troops into Britain. The
accounts he wrote of the lands he
visited are some of the earliest
descriptions of them in existence.

Caesar’s battles against the north-
ern barbarians were followed by a
more bitter struggle—civil war. Fear-
ing that he had grown too powerful,
the Roman rulers appointed Pompey
(106-48 B.C.) to throw him down.
For four years the opposing forces
battled throughout the empire. When
the war ended. Pompey was dead,
and Caesar was in control of Rome.
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“I'he Far East

Around 1700 B.cC., in the fertile valley of the Hwang Ho,
the earliest Chinese civilization of which there is arche-
ological evidence emerged. Cut off by the deserts and
mountain ranges of central Asia, China grew up independ-
ently of the contemporary Mediterranean world. It was not
until the 100’s B.C. that it emerged from its isolation and
made its first contacts with the civilizations of the West.

y that time, China’s rulers had
pushed out its frontiers far
beyond their original limits in the
valley of the Hwang Ho. In the
north, part of the Great Wall of
China had been built to protect the
empire against barbarian attacks,
yet in the 100’s B.c., China’s ruling
Han dynasty was still engaged in a
constant struggle against the Huns, a
warlike people from northern Asia. It
was the Han emperor Wu Ti’s search
for an ally in this struggle that led
the Chinese to make their first
journeys westward.

The people with whom Wu Ti
hoped to unite against the Huns were
the Yue-Chi, a nomadic race from
central Asia. In 138 B.C., he sent
Chang Ch’ien (dates unknown) on a
mission to the Yue-Chi, but at the
start of his journey, Chang spent
10 years as prisoner of the Huns.
Although he did eventually reach
the Yue-Chi, his embassy met with
little success. But he did learn much
about the hitherto unknown lands
and peoples that he saw, and his
knowledge was instrumental in the
setting up in 105 B.c. of the Silk

v Hsuan-tsang.

Route across central Asia, linking
China to the West.

Along this great trade route were
carried the precious supplies of silk
that Roman Europe craved and that
China alone could produce. But
other luxuries besides silk could
be obtained in the East. At first,
they were brought to Europe by
Arab traders, but as demand in-
creased, Europeans themselves be-
gan to travel to the lands where the
Eastern treasures were found.

By the time of Christ, mariners
bound for Asia had discovered the
advantage of the seasonal monsoon
winds. The South West Monsoon,
which blows in summer, would carry
them across the Indian Ocean to
their destination, and they could use
the North East Monsoon in winter
to return. In time, they sailed around
the tip of India and discovered that
the monsoons could be used to travel
from India to Southeast Asia across
the Bay of Bengal. The Malay Penin-
sula was rounded, and the seamen
from the West pushed northward. By
A.D. 120, China had been reached.

In A.p. 476, Rome fell to the
barbarians. Darkness descended in
Europe, and European voyages of
exploration virtually ceased. Asia,
too, was in turmoil, but one Chinese
traveler did explore—in defiance
of the emperor’s orders forbidding
him to leave China and journey in the
troubled lands.

Hsuan-tsang (a.D. 600?-664), a Bud-
dhist monk whose aim was to learn
more about his religion, set out from
China in A.D. 629. He was making
for India, the birthplace of Buddhism.
Hsuan’s 16-year journey took him
west to Bactria, then over the Hindu
Kush and east into Kashmir. He
studied for two years there, and
visited cities and monasteries in the
valley of the Ganges River. He
traveled down the east coast of
India, bordering the Bay of Bengal,
and returned north up the west coast
to recross the Hindu Kush and head
for home. In 645, Hsuan arrived back
in China. So important was his
expedition considered that, far from
being reprimanded for ignoring the
ban on his journey, he was received
with great honor.
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2 (#1e World Sleeps

In A.n. 476, Rome was taken by the barbarians. Her mighty empire, which had once
united Europe and the Mediterranean area, crumbled and fell. Europe sank into
turmoil. The turbulence and unrest of those years echoed throughout the known
world and, as the dust settled, a new picture emerged. In Europe, many small
kingdoms had grown up, each supplying its own needs, and caring little for
other lands. In the Middle East, however, the concept of empire was
reborn. There, in the 600’s, in Arabia, the prophet Mohammed
preached the religion of Islam. His Arab followers, in their desire to
spread his teachings, conquered vast territories. By the 900’s, the
Islamic Empire stretched from western India, through southwest
Asia, and across northern Africa to the Atlantic Ocean. Its rule

even extended up into Spain, across the Strait of Gibraltar.

For Europeans in the years following the fall of Rome, the
world was a narrow one, turned inward on itself. Bounded on
the west by the wild waters of the Atlantic Ocean, and on the
east by the barbarian-infested plains of Asia, its life centered
on the Mediterranean Sea. In this world, there was little
place for exploration. Journeys were dangerous and their
outcome uncertain. What travel did take place was, like
the conquests of the Arabs, inspired mainly by religion.
The growing Christian communities sent out missionaries
to convert the heathen, and pilgrims ventured abroad to
visit the holy places of their faith.

Although Christianity did inspire some travel, it had the
adverse effect of halting the increase of geographical
knowledge. This was because Church leaders were afraid
that discoveries might disprove accepted belief, as set out
in the Bible. They based their view of the earth on Biblical
descriptions and, as the travels of ancient times were
forgotten, strange superstitions became rife. Europeans
thought that the earth was flat, and that if they sailed too far
in any direction they would fall off the edge. They feared
strange monsters and other imaginary dangers, and their fear,
added to the terror of other, actual perils, made the prospect of
travel terrible. Most Europeans dared not venture beyond the
bounds of the world they knew.

Yet, even in those troubled times, the spirit of discovery never
completely died in Europe. A few courageous travelers did brave the
unknown, journeying far beyond the limited horizons of their time.
Some sailed out into the Atlantic, to Iceland, Greenland, and probably to
America. Others traveled east, across central Asia to China, well known in
times past, but long cut off from Europe. Their journeys had few lasting results,
for the paths they had pioneered were soon forgotten. But they did succeed
in overcoming the barriers of fear and superstition that had isolated Europe. By
their travels, they proved that the frontiers of Europe were not the limits of the world.




25




“I he Western Travelers

In the 500’s, in search of converts to Christianity, the Irish
set sail. Theirs were, however, no ordinary missionary
voyages. When they launched their frail boats onto the
Atlantic Ocean, the Irish were braving an unknown world.

The ost astounding Viking journeys
were made in the Atlantic, but their
expeditions were not all ocean voyages.
Vikings also traveled through Europe,
as far as the Mediterranean Sea. v
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rom the monasteries of Ireland,

Irish monks had first spread the
word of God among their neighbors
in Cornwall, in southwest England,
Wales, and northern France. As
time passed, however, they began
to travel farther afield in search
of new lands in which to preach.
Some of their journeys are record-
ed in monastery archives, but others
survive only as legends.

One of the most famous Irish
legends recounts the voyage of
Saint Brendan (484-577). From
monastic records, Brendan is known
to have visited Scotland, Wales, and
Brittany. The legend, however, tells
of journeys to more distant lands,
to the Sheep Islands (probably the
Faeroe Islands), the Paradise of
Birds (perhaps the Shetland Islands
or the Outer Hebrides), and other

mysterious lands far out in the
Atlantic Ocean. So widely is Brendan
supposed to have traveled, it seems
likely that he has been credited with
the voyages of other, unknown Irish
seafarers besides his own.

Definite proof does, however, exist
of other Irish voyages to northern
islands. In 563, Saint Columba foun-
ded a monastery on lona, and from
there the Irish set out to convert the
Scottish people of the mainland. In
time, the Irish-Scots began to travel
north. By about 700, they are known
to have reached the Faeroe Islands.
Some 70 years later, they arrived in
Iceland. They called it Thule.

At about this time, the seafarers
who were to continue the Irish ex-
plorations first appeared on the
waters of the Atlantic. They were
the Vikings, from Scandinavia in

the north. The Viking homelands
were poor and overcrowded, and the
Vikings found it more profitable to
raid their more prosperous neigh-
bors than to try to scratch out a
living at home. From the late 700's,
they terrorized Europe, sweeping
south to Spain, Italy, and North
Africa. The Swedish Vikings, unlike
the Danes and Norsemen (Nor-
wegians), were interested in trade,
and traveled overland to the Caspian
and Black seas and beyond. It is
probably from one of the Swedish
tribes, the Rus, that the name of
Russia comes.

While at first the Vikings were
concerned solely with plunder, later
they voyaged in search of new lands
to settle. They pushed west, and word
of their coming must have reached
Iceland for, by 870, Iceland had
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been abandoned by the Irish, who fled
farther west. According to the sagas,
which tell the story of Viking voyag-
ing, the Vikings themselves discovered
Iceland by accident. In about 860,
Gardar Svarsson (dates unknown)
was blown off course, and landed
on the island’s southeast coast.
Others followed him and, within
70 vyears, Iceland was a thriving
Viking colony.

By the end of the 900's, the
Vikings were again secking new
lands. When Eric the Red (datcs un-
known) was exiled from Iceland in
982, he set out west. He landed in
the country discovered by the Irish
in their flight from Iceland more
than 100 years before. Eric called
it Greenland, and in 985 he return-
ed to colonize the island. On the
west coast of Greenland, the colo-
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nists founded two communities,
which they called the Eastern Settle-
ment and the Western Settlement.

From Greenland, it was only a
short step to the shores of America
and, so the sagas say, the first
Vikings made the crossing the year
after Eric had founded his Green-
land colony. But Bjarni Herjulfsson
(dates unknown), who made the first
landfall, never went ashore. It was
left to Leif Ericson (dates unknown),
son of Eric the Red, to take that
adventurous step.

In about 1000, Leif Ericson set
sail for Herjulfsson’s ncw land. He
made three landfalls on the Amer-
ican coast—Helluland, which was
probably part of Baffin Island;
Markland, which was probably in La-
brador or Newfoundland; and Vin-
land, farther south. The climate was

mild in Vinland, and Leif's men spent
the winter there before setting out for
home.

Leif’s glowing reports of Vinland
inspired his brother Thorwald (dates
unknown) to try his luck in this
new land. He found it so beau-
tiful that he wanted to make his
home there. But tragedy overtook
the Vikings when, in a clash with
the Indians, Thorwald was killed.

The American Indians were to des-
troy Viking hopes of settling in Vin-
land. In 1005-6, the attempt of
Thorfinn Karlsefni (dates unknown)
to found a colony had to be abandon-
ed when fighting broke out between
Indians and colonists. Although
other Vikings did make their way to
Vinland, their push west was nearly
over. Within a few years, America
had been forgotten.
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“I'he World beyond Europe

he East remained a mystery to the

peoples of Europe long after the
Irish and Viking voyages into the
Atlantic in the west. The atmosphere
in Europe from about A.p. 500
onward—the period often called the
“*Dark Ages”—did not favor explora-
tion, for religious teaching fixed
its own limits on the world. It would
take impending disaster to force
Europeans to travel east.

In those years, the study of
geography suffered from a notably
unscientific approach. Maps were
made by scholars, and scholars were
invariably monks, who accepted
without question the Church’s view
of the world. Even though great
journeys of exploration were under-
taken by the Moslem Arabs through-
out this period, the knowledge of the
Moslems was ignored in Europe.

European map makers based their
work on Christian principles, and
interpreted Biblical statements and
descriptions literally to build up a
picture of the world. Typical of
cartographers’ work during this time
are the so-called ‘‘Beatus’ maps.
These maps—drawn between the
900’s and 1200’s—were copied from
one used by Beatus of Valcavado
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(dates unknown) to illustrate his
Comumentary on the Apocalypse of
776. Beatus was a Spanish Benedictine
monk who, with his followers, had
a profound effect on religious car-
tography. Beatus maps are symbolic,
oriented to the sacred East where
Palestine, the birthplace of Chris-
tianity, is situated. Ironically, al-
though Christian maps of those years
were thus oriented to the East,
Palestine and the sacred shrines of
Christendom were almost always
under Islamic rule.

Because east is placed at the top
in Beatus maps, they are easier to
read if they are given a quarter turn
to the right. Thus, the position of
the continents corresponds to a
modern map of the world. To the
north lies Europe, cut by a narrow,
riverlike Adriatic between Italy and
Acaia (Greece), and divided from
Asia by an enlarged Hellespont
(Dardanelles), and a small Black Sea.
Asia, in turn, is divided into two
parts, Asia Minor and Asia Major.
Somewhere between the two, the
Garden of Eden, with Adam, Eve,
and the serpent, is shown.

West of Asia Major lies the
continent Beatus called Libia, of
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which, according to his map, Africa
was only a part. South of this conti-
nent lies an ocean, beyond which
another land, called the ‘“‘fourth part
of the world”, is shown. According
to the inscription on this region,
nothing is known of the fourth part
of the world because of the heat of
the sun. The inscription records,
however, that there live the Anti-
podeans, “‘of whom so many tales
are told™.

Around the simplified and trunc-
ated world of the Beatus maps lies
an ocean, which here teems with
islands, fish, and boats. Off the coast
of Europe, this ocean is named the
Oceanus Britannicus, and it is thought
that one of the islands in it represents
the British Isles. Off the coast of
Libia lie the Insulae Fortunatarum
—the Fortunate Islands, a name by
which the Canaries were once known.
In general, however, the picture of
the world in Beatus maps was so
defective that, with only such maps
to help them, it is understandable
why Europeans were reluctant to
venture out into the world.

World map, after that of Beatus, made
in France between 1028 and 1072. w

Lirs 2 rriev?




- Mongol Empire about 1234

- /Q;I/E/mpiro at its widest extent late 1200's 5 2‘ 6
" © Geographical Projects ——

ARABIAN
SEA

Ganges

1
et

n the 1200’s, from their bleak
homeland on the Mongolian
steppes, the Mongol warriors swept
through Asia. They conquered all in
their path. Cities, countries, empires
—all fell before their advance.

The man behind the Mongol rise
to power was Genghis Khan. Born in
1162, he became khan (ruler) of the
Mongols in 1206. He reorganized
Mongol society along feudal lines,
and welded the nomad Mongol
warriors into one of the most efficient
fighting units the world has known.
By 1234, seven years after his death,
the Mongol Empire reached from the
Yellow Sea to the Caspian.

Under Genghis Khan's successors,
the Mongol lands stretched farther
still. Too large to be governed by one
central administration, the empire
was divided into five smaller khan-
ates under Kublai Khan, Genghis’
grandson. Each owed allegiance to
the Great Khan, supreme ruler of the

<« Genghis Khan.

Mongols, whose personal domain
was the easternmost of the five.

In the north, the khans of Siberia
ruled a region that lay southwest
of present-day Siberia. In central
Asia, Genghis Khan's son Djagatai
and his heirs held sway. Southern
Russia was ruled by Genghis Khan's
grandson Batu. He set up the Golden
Horde, so called because he made
his original headquarters (called
ordun by the Mongols) in a great
golden tent. The llkhans of Persia
ruled what is now Iran. Ilkhans
means ‘‘obedient khans™, for, like
the other Mongol rulers, the Ilkhans
were vassals of the Great Khan.

At first, Europe knew nothing
of this great Eastern empire. But as
the Mongols drove west, and devas-
tated the frontier lands of eastern
Europe, they forced the Europeans
to recognize their might. So, with
their very existence threatened, the
Europeans for the first time looked
out fearfully into the vast, unknown
Eastern world.
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“Into the East

In 1241, the Mongol advance west halted. The Great Khan
Ogotai was dead, and the Mongol leaders hurried back to
their homeland for the election of a new Great Khan. In the
lull that followed, the first Europeans ventured east.

The city-state of Venice, home of the
Polo family, was well sitnated as a
center for trade between East and West.
By the mid-1200’s, it ruled the world’s
greatest commercial empire. w
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he Europeanleadersknewnothing

of events in Mongolia, and had
no idea what had made the Mongols
call off their advance. As far as they
knew, the rampaging hordes might
at any moment resume their progress
west. It was in an attempt to prevent
such an occurrence that Pope
Innocent IV sent a mission to the
Mongol rulers in 1245. He charged
his envoy, Giovanni de Piano Carpini
(1182-1252), to persuade the Mongols
to give up war, and to convert them
to the Christian faith. Carpini
reached the Mongol summer court at
Syra Orda in time to see the
coronation of Kuyuk, the new Great
Khan. But his long and dangerous
journey was all for nothing, and he
had to return to Europe with his
mission unfulfilled.

William of Rubruck (1215-1270)
led a missionary expedition to the
Mongols in 1252, but met with no
more success. The Mongols refused
to become Christians, and the letter
Rubruck carried back to his patron,
King Louis of France, held a threat
of war. Rubruck was, however, the
first European to visit the Mongol

capital, Karakoram, and to write an
account of his experiences in the
East.

In 1259, Kublai was elected Great
Khan of the Mongols, and under his
rule, peace came to the Mongol
domains. His new capital, Cambaluc
(Khanbalik, the “City of the Great
Khan™), was a magnificent and
wealthy place, to which Kublai
welcomed foreign travelers, traders,

and priests.
The first Europeans to visit
Cambaluc—and, indeed, the first

to reach China (which they called
Cathay)—were two Venetian mer-
chants, Nicolo and Maffeo Polo
(dates unknown). In 1255, the Polos
left Venice for a trading trip to
Constantinople. Their expedition was
to last 14 years, and would take them
far beyond their original goal. They
traveled into lands never seen by
Europeans, and met the Great Khan,
Kublai. When they set out for home,
they promised to return to his court.

In 1271, Nicold and Maffco Polo,
accompanied this time by Nicold's
son Marco (12547-1324?) set out
once more for the East. Their

journey was to change the course
of history. It gave Europe a picture
of the East that was fabulous beyond
the wildest imaginings, and destroyed
for ever the narrow insularity of the
Mediterranean world.

The Polos stayed at Kublai Khan's
court for 16 years, during which time
Marco acted as the khan's adviser,
and traveled on diplomatic missions
throughout the Far East. In the
account of the Polos’ travels which
was recorded by the writer Rusticello,
Marco tells of their adventures,
mentioning the strange people and
places they saw, and giving geograph-
ical descriptions and information on
trading possibilities. Many thought
it exaggerated, but when asked if he
wanted to alter anything, Marco
replied: ‘1 did not write half of what
l saw.™

Other Europeans, too, were wel-
comed at Kublai’s court, among them
the missionary John of Montecorvino
(1247-1328?). John, a Franciscan
friar, made his journey to China by
sea. There, he founded a church, and
succeeded in making many converts
to the Christian faith.




Under Kublai Khan, the long disused
trade routes across Asia were re-
opened, and caravans journeyed be-
tween East and West. With one such,
the Polo brothers traveled east. »
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3 (e Great Age

In the 1400’s and early 1500’s, in one glorious surge of voyaging and discovery, the
invisible frontiers that had so long surrounded Europe finally fell. The first steps
forward were tentative enough, but once the barriers of fear and superstition
had been breached, progress was swift. In S0 short years, European sailors
rounded the Cape of Good Hope and sailed to India, crossed the Atlantic to
the Americas, and at last, in the heroic culmination of this great age,
sailed all the way around the world.

No single factor was responsible for this sudden burst of explora-
tion—rather, it was the product of a combination of circum-
stances and events. To begin with, the Europe of those years
was no longer the narrow, inward-looking world of earlier
times. The new lands the Vikings had discovered in the west
had been forgotten, but the travels of Marco Polo and his
contemporaries had reminded Europeans that in the east lay
countries whose wealth and splendor surpassed those of
Europe herself. Trade with those countries, which had
lapsed since the days of the Roman Empire, was re-estab-
lished. By the 1400’s, many of the necessities, and most of
the luxuries, of European life were imported from the East.

The importance of the Eastern trade was to prove a
major factor in the revival of European interest in the
world. All Eastern goods reached Europe through the
ports and markets of the Middle East and, in the 1400’s,
these vital commercial centers were in Moslem Arab hands,
as they had been for some 700 years. It was only on terms
dictated by the Moslems that Europe could obtain Eastern
goods at all and, as the Moslems would trade solely with
the Italian city-states of Venice and Genoa, other European
countries had to buy through them. Prices rose each time
the goods changed hands, and by the 1400’s, Europeans
were reasoning that if they could find a new route to the East,
bypassing these avaricious middlemen, they would be able to
buy more cheaply directly from the producers of the goods.

Not only did Europe have a vital reason to take an interest in
discovery, but at the same time, seemingly unrelated events com-
bined to enable exploration to take place. The reappearance in Europe
of Greek and Roman works on geography, mathematics,and astronomy,
lost since the fall of the classical world, provided important new sources
of knowledge, vital to the study of geography and to the science of
navigation. Developments in shipbuilding also helped. During this period,
for example, was built the first caravel, a light, seaworthy ship that sailed well
both before and into the wind, and was also suitable for long voyages across
dangerous seas. It was in Portugal and Spain that the first caravels were developed,
and from these countries, with their long seafaring tradition, the voyages that marked
the beginning of what we now call the Great Age of Discovery took place.







c A Sea Route to India

Prince Henry of Portugal never went on a voyage himself,
nor did he direct the journeys that finally opened a sea
route to the East. But it was his pioneering work that paved
the way for those journeys, and it was due to him that the

Great Age of Discovery began.

enry was born in 1394, the third
Hson of Portugal’s King John I.
As a young man, he took partinanex-
pedition that captured the Moslem
stronghold of Ceuta in North Africa.
From this he learned much about
Africa, and about the Moslem Em-
pire, which was richer and stretched
farther south than he had ever
dreamed. When he returned home, he
pondered how he could use his new
knowledge to benefit his country, and
to further his crusading aims. For,
like many Europeans, he hated the
Moslem ‘‘unbelievers’”, and longed
to destroy their power.

By sending his ships south down
the African coast, Henry reasoned,
he might discover the Moslem Em-
pire’s farthest limits, and there find a
weak spot at which he could direct
an attack. There, too, he might find
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allies, for, like most Europeans in the
1400’s, he believed that somewhere in
Africa lay a Christian kingdom ruled
by a priest-king called Prester John.
Henry was sure that if an embassy
could reach that legendary monarch,
he might be persuaded to join the
Portuguese crusade against the
Moslems.

A Holy War against Islam was not
Henry’s only reason for his interest in
the south, however. Like most
pioneers of discovery, he was fasci-
nated by the unknown, and he
thought exploration might lead to
new and profitable trade. In the
southern lands, there would be fresh
sources of commerce—and competi-
tors would probably be few. Henry
may even have envisaged the possi-
bility of opening a new route to the
rich countries of the East.

Soon after 1418, Henry settled at
Sagres, to the west of Lagos. There
he built an observatory and naval
arsenal, and founded his ‘‘school of
navigation”. Little is known about
the school, for the Portuguese were
secretive about everything concerning
exploration. But there Henry brought
together experts on maps and navi-
gation, and trained the pilots who
would undertake his voyages.

Portugal was a nation of seafarers
and, for his voyages, Henry knew
that he could count on reliable ships,
and on experienced crews. But those
very men put the first difficulty in his
way. They refused to sail beyond
Cape Bojador, a headland on the
African mainland south of the Canary
Islands and, at that time, the southern
limit of the known world. The Portu-
guese knew of no sailor who had pass-
ed Cape Bojador and lived. Some
thought the seas beyond boiled and
steamed, others that any white man
who traveled farther south would turn
black. Portuguese mariners called the
southern ocean the ‘“‘Sea of Dark-
ness”’, and would not sail there.
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had failed to pass Cape Bojador, was
so ashamed at Henry’s disappoint-
ment in him that he set out immedi-
ately on a second voyage south. In
1434, he was able to bear the glad
news back to Portugal—Cape Boja-
dor had been rounded at last.

Eannes’ achievement was small in
terms of discovery, but immeasurable
in its effect. Once he had shown that
Cape Bojador could be rounded, the
way was open for others to journey
south. In 1435, Eannes made another
voyage, landing on the African coast
south of Cape Bojador. There, he and
Alfonso Gongalves Baldaya (dates
unknown) saw tracks of men and of
camels. In 1436, Baldaya tried un-
successfully to meet the people of the
region, but he did sail farther south
to Cape Blanc—beyond the southern
limits of the Moslem world—and he
returned home with thousands of
sealskins, the first commercial cargo
to be brought to Europe from that
part of Africa.

In the 12 years after Baldaya’s
expedition, the Portuguese pushed
south beyond Cape Verde but, after
1448, troubles at home prevented
Prince Henry from commissioning
further vovages. For the next seven
years, although some trading expedi-
tions did take place, few discoveries
were made. The Portuguese had
realized that there was wealth in
slaves, and with no shortage of
potential victims in the known
regions, most seamen found no need
to sail farther south.

By 1455, however, Prince Henry
was able to turn his attention once
more to the unknown. In that year,
a Venetian mariner named Alvise
da Cadamosto (1432?-15117) entered
his service. Da Cadamosto made
two voyages for the Portuguese,
reaching the Gambia River on the
first in 1455. The following year,
he sailed up the river to trade
with an African tribe. On this
second voyage, Da Cadamosto also
continued to the Geba River, but
he turned back to Portugal on
finding he was unable to trade.
In the account he wrote of his
travels, Da Cadamosto claims that he
discovered the Cape Verde Islands,
but he was probably not the first
seaman to reach this island group.

Two years after Da Cadamosto’s
second vovage, a small fieet led
by Diogo Gomes (1440-1482) sailed
as far as Cape Palmas. This was
the southernmost point that Prince
Henry’s sailors would reach. In
1460, the year of Gomes' return,
the Portuguese pioneer died. He
had paved the way for the great
vovages that would open up the
world, and it is a tribute to his
achievement that, although he never
sailed on the voyages he had planned,
he is known to history as Prince
Henry the Navigator.




After 1469, the Portuguese crown
for a time abdicated direct responsi-
bility for exploration. In that year,
King Alfonso made a five-year
agreement with Fernao Gomes where-
by, in return for exclusive trading
rights on the African coast and sole
control of the profits, Gomes was to
explore 400 miles of new coast each
year. But although the arrangement
worked well, the contract was not
renewed when it expired. Instead,
King Alfonso put exploration in the
hands of his son John, who shared
Prince Henry’s enthusiasm for dis-
coveryandcrusading and whohoped,
too, that he might be able to capture a
share of the Eastern trade for
Portugal.

At first, John had little time for his
new task. His country was at war;
then, in 1481, his father died and he
succeeded to the throne. The follow-
ing year, King John II commissioned
his first expedition. Its leader, Diogo
Cao (?-1486), was to discover more
than twice as much new coast in a
single voyage as Fernao Gomes’ sea-
men had been required to in a whole
year.

Cao sailed south past Cape St.
Catherine, the southernmost point
that the Portuguese had reached, and
continued to the mouth of the Congo
River. There, he set up a padroa
(stone pillar) bearing the Portuguese
arms. On Cape St. Mary, still farther
south, he set up a second padroa
before returning home. In 1485, Cao
made another voyage, erecting two
more padroas, one on Monte Negro,
north of the Cunene River, and the
other on Cape Cross.

Cao’s voyages convinced King
John that Africa’s southernmost
point could not be far off, and with
this in mind. he briefed his next
expedition. Bartolomeu Dias (14507-
1500) was to round the continent and
sail north. Once the Indian Ocean
was reached, John thought, the way
to the East would be clear.

Dias set his course close to the
African coast, but off Cabo da Volta,
his ships were caught in a storm.
Helpless before its fury, they were
blown south for nearly two weeks.
When the wind died down, no land
could be seen. Dias had been biown
past the tip of Africa, the point the
Portuguese had striven so long to
reach.

When Dias sighted land again, he
was halfway along Africa’s southern
coast, and he sailed east beyond
Algoa Bay before turning for home.
As the fleet made its way west, a
great cape came into view. Dias
named it Stormy Cape, because of
the storm that had hidden it on the
voyage out. But King John changed
its name to Cape of Good Hope, for
with its discovery, the possibility of
finding a sea route to the East was
greatly increased.

In 1495, King Manuel I succeeded to the Portuguese
throne. He was known as ‘“‘the Fortunate’’, and in the realm
of exploration, the nickname was well deserved. For it was

during Manuel’s reign that the long years of patient

creeping down the African coast brought their reward, and
the longed-for sea route to the East was found at last.

he man who commanded the

momentous voyage across the
Indian Ocean was Vasco da Gama
(14697-1524). He was born in the sea-
port of Sines, but little is known of
his career before King Manuel chose
him as leader of the first expedition to
India. He must, however, have had
some experience at sea to be picked
for a mission that was of such great
importance to the Portuguese.

Da Gama sailed from Lisbon on
8 July 1497, in command of four
small ships. As far as the Cape Verde
Islands, they steered southwest. But
soon afterward, Da Gama made a
wide sweep out into the Atlantic
away from the African coast, perhaps
to try to avoid the calms and adverse
currents Dias had encountered in the
Gulfof Guinea. Not until 7 November
did the fleet reach St. Helena Bay on
the southwest coast of Africa, north
of the Cape of Good Hope.

The Portuguese fleet rounded the
Cape of Good Hope on 22 November,
and sailed up the east African coast.
They gave the name Natral to the area
of the coast they passed on Christmas
Day. In March, they arrived at the

seaport of Kilimane. There, they
could learn nothing of the way to
India, so they continued to Mozam-
bique, a predominantly Moslem port
visited regularly by Arab ships
trading between India and the
African coast. The Portuguese had
reached the regions where the
Moslems dominated trade.

Although Da Gama and his men
were welcomed warmly at first, their
chances of receiving help vanished
when they were found to be Chris-
tians. In Mombasa, too, the hostility
of the Moslems was strong; but in
nearby Malindi, the Portuguese man-
aged to obtain a pilot who would
guide them across the Indian Ocean
to their destination.

On 21 May 1498 the Portuguese
ships anchored off Calicut on India’s
southwest coast. Dangers and diffi-
culties faced them still—both in
India where the Moslems, rather than
the Hindu rulers, controlled all trade,
and on the terrible voyage home.
But nothing could obscure the
greatness of their feat in opening the
long desired direct sea route to the
rich countries of the East.
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“The New World

Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) landed on the island of
San Salvador in the Bahamas on the morning of 12 October
1492. He thought he was in the Orient, for he had set out to
find a westward route to the rich lands of the East. Little
did he dream that he stood on an island that lay, not in the
East Indies. but on the edge of a vast new world.

olumbus was not the first Euro-
C pean to reach the Americas,
but in the 1400's, Europeans knew
nothing of the Vikings' earlier
voyages, and the very existence
of the new land those bold seafarers
had tried to settle had been forgotten.
When Columbus set sail in 1492, he
was sure nothing lay between Europe
and the treasure-rich East.

It had taken Columbus years of
struggle to gain the financial backing
he needed to make his great voyage.
He had long dreamed of finding a
westerly route to the Orient, and all
he read and saw only strengthened
his belief that such a route existed.
But the monarchs of Portugal and
England, to whom he first took his
plan, were skeptical of its feasibility.

The first European landfalls in the
New World were made on the
Caribbean islands. Columbus landed
on the island in the Bahamas that the
inhabitants called Guanahani (now
San Salvador), and named two islands
for the king and queen of Spain. v

It was not until 1492 that King
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of
Spain were persuaded to sponsor his
grandiose scheme.

In Spain, Columbus was supplied
with three caravels, the Sanra VMaria,
Niria, and Pinta. Two Spanish
seamen, Vicente and Martin Pinzon
(14607-1524? and 1440?-1493), were
to captain the Nijia and Pina,
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while the Santa Maria was com-
manded by Columbus himself. On
3 August 1492, the little fleet set sail.

The first landfall of the three ships
was the Canary Islands, where they
were delayed for a month while
repairs were made to the Pinta. The
work completed, on 6 September
they set out across the unknown sea.
At that time, long voyages out of
sight of land were rare and, as the
days passed without even a glimpse
of a distant island, Columbus’ men
became uneasy. They did not share
their commander’s confidence in his
dream, and they began to wonder
whether they would see Spain again.

At last, however, on 12 October,
the ships reached land. They were
lying off San Salvador in the
Bahamas, and Columbus went ashore
to take possession of the island for
Spain. From San Salvador, he sailed
on to Cuba, and then east to another
large island which he named La
Espaifiola (Hispaniola) in honor of
the country that had sponsored his
voyage. On Hispaniola, misfortune
struck. The Santa Maria was ship-
wrecked, and when Columbus set
sail for Spain on 16 January 1493, he
was forced to leave 40 men behind.
On his return to the island during his
next voyage, he found they had all
been killed.

Storms and high winds battered the
Niria and Pinta as they struggled back
across the Atlantic, and it seemed a
miracle to their crews when they
reached the Azores. From the Azores,
Columbus continued to Portugal,
visiting the Portuguese court. There,
he was honored by King John who,
a short time before, had turned down
his amazing plan.

It was not until March that

Columbus arrived in Spain, and not
until April that he reached the court

to give an account of his voyage. He
believed that he had landed in the
Orient, that Cuba was mainland
China, and Hispaniola the island of
Japan. Although he had found none
of the precious goods for which the
East was famed, he was sure that
other voyages would open up trade
and give Spain her share of the
Eastern wealth. The Spanish mon-
archs had no reason to doubt
Columbus. They were delighted by
the success of his voyage, and the
trading possibilities it opened up.
They rewarded him lavishly, honor-
ing him with the title **Admiral of the
Ocean Sea”.

Christopher Columbus was to
make three more voyages to the
“Indies” far in the west. On the first
of these, he discovered Dominica,
Guadeloupe, Puerto Rico, and Ja-
maica. He also established the settle-
ment of La Isabela on Hispaniola’s
northern coast, some distance away
from the place where his men
had been killed. But he was to prove
himself less successful as a colonial
administrator than as a seaman. His
attempts to put down a revolt in
Hispaniola in 1498 during his third
voyage ended in his being arrested
and transported back to Spain in
chains. Although he redeemed him-
self enough for the Spanish monarchs
to permit another voyage—on which
he reached mainland America —he
never regained their lost favor.

It is generally thought that, when
Columbus died in 1506, he was still
unaware that the lands he had
reached were part of a huge continent
lying between Europe and Asia. The
Spaniards continued to refer to the
new lands as the “‘Indies™, identifying
them with the East Indies, where the
spices Europe needed were grown.
Even when they were recognized as

the outposts of a new land mass,
their importance was at first ignored.
Only later did the full significance of
Columbus’ discovery become clear.

Meanwhile, the search for a
westward passage to the East went
on. In 1497, the race was entered by
England in the person of the Venetian
navigator John Cabot (1450-1498).
Cabot and his son Sebastian (14767-
1557) sailed from Bristol across the
North Atlantic to Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland. On his return, Cabot
claimed to have found the land of
the Great Khan, and the following
year King Henry VII authorized a
second voyage to the area.. But the
journey produced neither precious
goods nor ambassadors from the
khan, and Henry lost interest in
exploration.

Sebastian Cabot, however, did not.
In 1509, he sailed, as his father had
done, from Bristol, but he set his
course farther north. Touching on
southern Greenland, he continued
west, and is thought to have sailed
into Hudson Strait before turning
south down the Labrador coast.
Although he returned safely, he must
have been convinced of the imprac-
ticability of the northern route. On
his next attempt to reach the Indies,
he sailed south, exploring the Rio de
la Plata in South America.

Exploration in the northwest was
kept alive by the Portuguese. In
1500, Gaspar Corte-Real (1450?-
1501?), who had probably heard John
Cabot’s claim of having found the
Great Khan’s realm, sailed north to
Greenland, continuing up the coast
until he was forced by icebergs to
turn back. The following year, he

An allegorical engraving, hailing
Christopher Columbus as the dis-
coverer of the New World. v
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made another voyage to the north,
this time with his brother Miguel
(2-1502?). Sailing to Greenland as
before, the brothers then crossed to
Labrador, and cruised down the
coast to Newfoundland. There, they
took prisoner a number of Indians
and, while Miguel returned to
Portugal with their captives, Gaspar
sailed on south. When he had failed
to return by May 1502, Miguel set
out in search of him. Nothing was
heard of cither brother again.

With each new voyage across the
Atlantic Ocean, it became clearer
that Columbus had been mistaken in
believing he had reached the East.
In 1500, on his way to India, Pedro
Alvares Cabral (1467?-1519?) tried to
follow Da Gama’'s route, making a
wide sweep west into the Atlantic,
but he sailed much tarther west than

Da Gama and landed on the coast of
Brazil. According to the Treaty of
Tordesillas of 1494—which attempted
to resolve disputes over ownership
of newly discovered lands by granting
Spain the right to those west of an
imaginary line some 350 leagues west
of the Cape Verde Islands, and
Portugal the right to lands east of
that given line—Brazil fell within the
Portuguese sphere of influence. There-
fore, acknowledging Brazil as a
completely new land, and moreover
one that by rights ‘‘belonged” to
Portugal, Portugal sent out an
expedition to ascertain its size.

On this Portuguese expedition of
1501 sailed the man who was to give
his name to both the great continents
of the New World. Amerigo Vespucci
(1451-1512) was a Florentine mer-

. chant who had studied geography and
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navigation as a hobby and who, late
in life, had turned explorer. He had
already made a voyage to the New
World in 1499-1500 with Alonso de
Ojeda (1465?-1515) and Juan de la
Cosa (?-1509), Columbus’ pilot on
his second expedition. On this,
Vespucci's second expedition, he
claims to have sailed as far south as
50°S. This claim is generally un-
accepted, as indeed are Vespucci's
reports of two other voyages he made
to the Americas.

Whatever the truth about Ves-
pucci’s voyages, his account of them
was widely believed in his own time.
It even led the geographer Waldsee-
miiller to regard him, rather than
Columbus, as the discoverer of the
great land mass in the west, and to
suggest that it should be called
America in honor of his explorations.
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“Juan de la Cosa's Map

Christopher Columbus must have made maps of his
discoveries, but only one of his sketches exists today. A
contemporary record of the lands he reached does, however,
still survive. It is a world map, drawn in 1500 by Juan de la
Cosa, and this makes it particularly interesting, for La Cosa
was no stay-at-home cartographer, but had actually seen
the lands he depicted. He had acted as Columbus’ pilot on
his second expedition, and had later sailed with Ojeda and
Vespucci to the “New World” far in the west.

a Cosa’s map depicts not only

Columbus’ discoveries, but also
shows Da Gama’s voyage to the
East, and it is the oldest map in
existence to record both these events.
By the time it was drawn, enough
was known of Africa for La Cosa to
depict the west coast accurately.
Even his portrayal of the east coast,
navigated for the first time by Da
Gama only two years earlier, is
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essentially correct. His principal
interest lay, however, in the newly
discovered Americas, and he drew
them on a larger scale—perhaps as a
way of showing that they were what
his map was really about.

In the west of the map, the land
fades into the edge of the parchment.
This avoids the question of whether
Columbus had discovered a new
continent or whether, as he himself

believed, he had reached Asia.
Spanish discoveries up to 1499 in
South America—and his own voyages
to the New World—enabled La Cosa
to map the South American coastline,
and John Cabot’s landfalls of 1497
are marked in the north. However,
La Cosa was probably ignorant of
the geography of the Yucatan region
of Central America, for a picture
of Saint Christopher hides the coast.

Cuba is shown as an island,
although it was not proved to be
separate from the mainland until
1508, the year before La Cosa’s
death. One explanation that has
been put forward for La Cosa’s
knowledge is that Portuguese mari-
ners reached North America before
Columbus, and that La Cosa based
his depiction of certain regions on
information they provided.
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- ¢ Around the World

ven after the discovery of
America, the attention of
Europe was still concentrated on the
East. The Portuguese controlled the
Cape route, and the English the
North Atlantic. but it was still
possible that a passage to the
southwest might exist. In 1519,
Ferdinand Magellan (1480?-1521) set
out to find one—his vovage was the
first circumnavigation of the world.

Magellan had taken part in many
Portuguese expeditions to the East,
but he had been refused the rewards
usual for such services. Enraged, he
had made his way to Spain, seeking
backing for a voyage to find a
westward passage to the East.

The Spanish king warmly approved
Magellan’s scheme and. by 1519, the
expedition was under way. After a
three-month voyvage, Magellan's ships
reached the bay of Rio de Janeiro.
Sailing south, they spent 23 days
exploring the estuary called Rio de la
Plata, believing it was the strait they
sought. But now the days were
growing shorter and, on 31 March
1520, the fleet put into Port St.
Julian for the winter. Provisions were
running low, and Magellan incurred

<« The Strait of Magellan.
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his men’s hatred by reducing their
rations. Soon mutiny broke out, and
only Magellan’s prompt action avoid-
ed the vovage ending there and then.

When the fleet continued south in
mid-October, it was only three days
before a waterway was sighted,
opening to the west. It was a
hazardous, winding passage. but it
proved to be the longed-for strait. On
28 November 1520, Magellan’s ships
emerged into the Pacific Ocean.

For week after week, the Spanish
ships sailed northwest. The food was
exhausted, the men dying of hunger
and disease. But they saw no land
where they could take on supplies. It
was early March before they reached
the Ladrones (the Mariana Islands).

From the Ladrones, Magellan
continued to the Philippine Islands.
There, for him, the long voyage
ended. Ina battle between local rulers,
Magellan was killed. His men sailed
on to the Moluccas, where they
loaded up with spices. Then the
| Trinidad set out across the Pacific,
while the Vicroria, under Sebastian
del Cano (?-1526), continued west. On
6 September 1522, the Victoria
reached harbor in Spain.

The Philippines and Moluccas. »

<« Ferdinand Magellan died before his
voyage was complete, but its inspi-
ration was his, and it is to him that
honor is due. The strait he discovered
was too dangerous for regular use, but
he proved that a strait existed and,
although he was not the first man to
see the Pacific, he named it, and was
the first to sail across it. When he
succeeded in reaching the East by
sailing west, he provided conclusive
proof that the earth is a sphere.
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A In 1524, two years after the Victoria
returned to Spain, Antonio Pigafetta,
a member of the crew, wrote an
account of the magnificent voyage for
King Charles V. This page from his
book, which was published by King
Charles, shows the islands that
Magellan named the Islas de los
Ladrones—the islands of thieves.
There, as later on many of the other
Pacific islands, the people stole all they
could from the European seamen.
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4 ‘(he Riches
of the Orient

Vasco da Gama’s voyage to India was the culmination of years of effort and of hope.
For Portugal, it was the crowning triumph of the campaign of discovery Prince
Henry the Navigator had initiated, and the end to which all her later voyages had
been bent. Yet, while marking the close of one chapter in the story of Europe
and the East, it also heralded a new one. The sea route to India had been
discovered; now the expansion to the Orient could begin.

Strange though the Asian seas were to Europeans of the 1400’s,
they were far from being totally unknown. The journeys European
sailors had made to India and China in the days of the Roman
Empire had long been forgotten, but since then, the monsoon
routes had been followed by the Arabs sailing eastward, and by
Chinese sailors voyaging west. According to the Arab historian
al-Masudi, who wrote in the 900’s, Chinese ships were visiting
the Euphrates River in the A.D. 400’s, and Chinese records of
the 600’s and 700’s describe the course these ships would
have followed from Canton. Early in the 1400’s, when
Prince Henry the Navigator was just beginning his push to
the southward, the Chinese admiral Cheng Ho made
voyages to India, and as far west as the Persian Gulf and
Africa’s eastern coast.

In Europe, however, nothing was known of these
journeys—the European explorers had to rediscover the
eastward routes for themselves. They had to contend with
the hardships and dangers that inevitably accompanied
ocean voyages and, moreover, they faced the implacable
hostility of the Moslems. For trade as far east as the Indies
was under the control of the Moslems, who bitterly
resented Europeans intruding on their preserve. The
Europeans, however, looked on Asia as the treasure house
of the world, and their desire for a share in her riches led them
to disregard the dangers that they faced. These travelers were
the children of a materialistic age, when interest in discovery
was subordinate to the desire for wealth. Because of this, the
East was opened up by commercial voyages that had trade as
their first aim. These trading expeditions took Europeans to the
East Indies, and to China and Japan, extending the frontiers of
knowledge in the struggle for mercantile growth.

The European powers did not set out to establish their rule in the
Orient, since they were interested first and foremost in the setting up of
trade. But as nation after nation joined the race eastward, Europeans
came to realize that profitable trade was an impossibility without direct
political rule. For only through the control that this would give them could a
commercial monopoly be achieved. Thus, in the wake of trade, European
government reached the East. It paved the way to a dominion lasting 300 years.







“Reconnaissance

Asia, home of mystery, of adventure, of riches beyond
compare, in the 1500’s what great visions were conjured up
by the mere mention of its name. The fire of its fascination
burned in the imagination of the West, kindled by the men
who had first traveled its unfamiliar, and often dangerous
paths with their tales of the strange and splendid things they
had found there. Those same bold pioneers, in their journeys,
had spearheaded the European advance east.

he first European after Marco

Polo to write a realistic descrip-
tion of the East was Odoric of
Pordenone (1274?-1331), a Francis-
can friar who made a 12-year
missionary journey to India, the East
Indies, and China, returning to Eur-
ope overland. Then, early in the
1400's, Niccolo de Conti (dates un-
known), an Italian nobleman, spent




25 years wandering through India and
Southeast Asia, and wrote an
account of his travels as important to
map makers as Marco Polo’s had
been. But the first detailed knowledge
of the Indian trade and the Indian
Ocean came from the Portuguese.

' Pedro de Covilham (1450?-1545?)

| and Affonso de Paiva (dates unknown)
were sent by King John Il to find

N
a

Prester John's kingdom, and to
discover whether a sea route around
Africa did exist. De Covilham visited
India and Persia, then sailed to
Sofala, while De Paiva searched for
Prester John. Returning through
Cairo, De Covilham learned that De
Paiva had died, so he sent his report
to Portugal, then set out to find
Prester John. In Ethiopia, a Christian

’ - ¥
40° 180°.

— — — — Odoric 1 1318-30\

Conti 2 1419-44
— — = — De Covilham 3 1487-90

De Paiva 3A

{after leaving De Covilham)

Di Varthema 4 1502-8
————— Pinto 5 1537-52

.................. 6

country in which the Prester John
legend had originated, he entered the
emperor’s service, remaining there
until his death.

The report De Covilham sent to
Portugal, with that of Bartolomeu
Dias, helped in planning the voyage
to India in which Da Gama opened
direct trade with the East. The true
source of the spice trade, though,

SEICE PLANTS

A Nurmeg, cinnamon, and other spices
highly valued in Europe.

was not India, but a series of island
groups in the East Indies. Named the
Moluccas, they were known as the
Spice Islands because of their main
resource.

The first European to visit the
Spice Islands may have been Ludovico
di Varthema (dates unknown). In
1502, Di Varthema left Italy to see
the world, and he visited Arabia,
Persia, India, and Pegu besides the
Spice Islands, sailing back to .Europe
around the Cape of Good Hope. His
book, Itinerario, was full of valuable
information, and very successful.

By the mid-1500's, Europeans had
reached even farther than Di Var-
thema—two Portuguese had visited
Japan. The first was Ferndo Mendes
Pinto (1509-1583), unjustly dubbed
“Prince of Liars™ because his book
about his travels was so widely
disbelieved by his contemporaries.
The second was a missionary, Saint
Francis Xavier (1506-1552), who made
many converts in Japan, and preach-
ed in the Spice Islands too. When he
died, he was preparing a mission to
the Chinese.
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Gastaldi draws Asia

During the 1500's, in Italy, and in
particular in Venice, the art of
map making flourished. Not only had
the city long been a crossroads on the
trade routes between East and West,
thus receiving all the latest geograph-
ical information, but also the tech-
niques of map printing by wood and
copper engraving reached new heights
there. One of the greatest of the
cartographers working in Venice
during this period was Giacomo
Gastaldi (1500?7-15657?), a native of
Piedmont, in northwestern Italy.
During his career, which began in
1544 with a map of Spain, Gastaldi
drew nearly 100 maps, depicting the
world, Europe, Africa—and the
distant Asian lands.

Gastaldi’'s map of Asia was
published between 1559 and 1561, on
six separate sheets. This one—
showing Southeast Asia—appeared
in 1561. Gastaldi was familiar with
G. B. Ramusio’s recent Italian edition
of Marco Polo’s book, and on his
map he tried to show all the places
Polo had described, taking their
names from Ramusio’s text. He was
able to draw on other, more up-to-
date sources as well, among them
Niccolo de Conti's account of his
journey to the East.

Although Gastaldi’'s map is not
strictly accurate, it represents a
considerable advance on earlier draw-
ings of the Orient. Asia as we know
ittoday was at last taking shape. India
and Ceylon, and the general outline
of the Malay Peninsula, and of part
of China, can easily be recognized,
and the huge group of islands that
stretches away from the mainland of
Southeast Asia clearly corresponds
to the East Indies. On looking at
those islands more closely, however,
we can see how Gastaldi’s map differs
from the truth. He places many of the
islands wrongly, and shows more
large islands than there really are.
Such errors were inevitable in the
days when accurate position finding
was difficult, and map makers relied
partly on hearsay. Two separate
islands were often believed to be
joined together before the strait
dividing them was discovered, while
one, sighted twice, but with its posi-
tion calculated differently on each
occasion, might be shown as two.

In places, Gastaldi uses short
descriptions to amplify his drawing,
and in these, fact and hearsay blend
strangely. For while he writes—
correctly—that in the Moluccas lie
numerous kingdoms in which spices
are found, he also reports Marco
Polo's warning of the strange spirits
that he believed to lurk in the deserts
of central Asia.
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‘I hrough Trade to the Indies

Vasco da Gama sailed back to Europe with his ships heavily
laden with the treasures of the East. The search for a sea
route to India was finally over, and now the dawn of a new
era broke. This new era was in spirit one of commerce, not
one of exploration, yet discovery did follow in the wake of
trade. Also, as each European nation attempted through
territorial expansion to protect its mercantile interests in
Asia, the foundations of great colonial empires were laid.

Long before Da Gama’s voyage,
mariners had wused the seasonal
monsoon winds when sailing in the
Indian Ocean, and it was in the path of
these winds that trade routes grew up.
Ships bound for India used the South
West Monsoon, which blows from
May to October, to make their out-
ward voyage, and returned in winter
with the North East Monsoon. w

()

© Geographical P(’aa.m
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January: North East Monsoon Winds
————p July: South West Monsoon Winds

Four sra'ges in development of trade routes:

o g L T Ist. stage’ - coastal routes
e, o — == — 2nd. stage- route more favored by monsoon winds s ‘Q‘
\ : i g — - — 3rd stage - shorter & safer route 5 1000 oo Z
- A 4th. stage - final routes === t 1 Miles

hen the Portuguese reached

India by a direct sea route,
they won a substantial lead over the
other countries of Europe in the race
for the Indies trade. To exploit this
advantage, they followed up Da
Gama’s voyage with a second
expedition, led by Pedro Alvares
Cabral, in 1500. His was the fleet
that made the first European landing
in Brazil. In Calicut, the goal of
his expedition, Cabral’s attempts
to set up trade were unsuccessful,
but in Cochin, he was luckier. He
sailed back to Portugal with his ships
laden with precious goods.

Despite the success of these early
voyages, however, Portugal still had
no guarantee of a share in the
Eastern trade. The Indian Ocean sea
routes—and with them the import
trade into Europe—remained in
Moslem hands, as did commerce in

Hormuz and Aden, the trade’s
western centers, and in the ports of
India. More important, the Moslems
ruled many of the lands where the
Eastern goods originated, as well as
the port of Malacca, the foremost
trade center of the East. To insure
success for its traders, Portugal
would have to wrest control of the
Indian Ocean from the Moslems, and
then extend its authority to the
countries of the East.

It was to thkis end that in 1505,
King Manuel appointed Francisco
de Almeida first permanent Portu-
guese representative in the East.
Almeida first tried to break the
Moslem grip on the Indian Ocean,
and this he achieved in 1509 by the
defeat of a combined Egyptian and
Indian fleet off Diu. During his term

Afonso d’Albuquerque. »
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of office, too, the first Portuguese
fleet reached Malacca, but it had
little success in opening trade. In fact,
the Moslems were so hostile to Diego
Lopez de Sequeira (dates unknown),
the fleet’s commander, that they
tried to destroy his ships and many
Portuguese were killed.

Almeida had broken the Moslem
stranglehold on the Indian Ocean
trade routes. His successor, Afonso
d’Albuquerque (1453-1515), establish-
ed the Portuguese in the ports that
dominated the trade. In 1507—before
taking up his post—D’Albuquerque
had captured Hormuz from the
Moslems, and in that same year
Tristdo da Cunha (1460?-1540?) had
taken the island of Socotra at the
mouth of the Gulf of Aden. D’Albu-
querque was later to try to capture
Aden, but without success. In 1510,
however, he captured Goa. Then, with

his control of the Indian Ocean estab-
lished, he led an expedition to
Malacca itself. In 1511, that vital link
in the trade routes fell to the
Portuguese.

Under D’Albuquerque, for the
first time a European power gained
supremacy in the East and, from this
day on, the area of European
influence and rule gradually grew. In
1509, the Portuguese had established
a factory (trading post) at Pedir, an
important pepper-trading center in
Sumatra, and after 1511, numerous
other commercial settlements were
made throughout the islands of
Southeast Asia.

In 1513, the first Portuguese ships
reached China, but their attempts to
trade were hindered by Chinese
hostility to foreigners. Not until 1557
were the Portuguese allowed to open
a factory. Even then, it was not

situated on the mainland, but on the
island of Macao. In Japan, Europeans
were welcomed more warmly, as
Mendes Pinto’s account of his travels
shows, but the Portuguese could not
persuade the Japanese to give them
preference in trade. However, in
Ceylon, the “Pearl of the Orient”,
the Portuguese quickly established
their rule. They took over most of the
western half of the island in an
attempt to establish a monopoly over
the valuable trade in cinnamon.
Portugal’s was a sea empire, based
on trade routes linking commercial
ports, and as such, vast supplies
of men and arms were necessary to
secure its far-flung bounds. For a
small country, the expense was too
great to bear for long, particularly
as the Portuguese monarchs simply
seized the riches for themselves
rather than plowing the profits back
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into the empire. Consequently, as
time passed, the profits themselves
began to decrease. Lacking money
to buy arms, or to employ men to
defend its possessions, Portugal was
at the mercy of any nation that made
a bid for the Indies trade. The
challenge this afforded was taken up
by the Dutch.

Dutch pilots had long been em-
ployed on Portuguese ships, and
the Dutch were therefore well in-
formed about Portugal's Eastern
trade. They had another source of
information in [Itinerario,
by Jan Huyghen van Linschoten, a
Dutchman who had worked for some
yvears for the Portuguese in Goa.
His descriptions of the Indies, and
the maps illustrating his text, pro-
vided the necessary spur for the
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Dutch to send an expedition east.

In 1595, a group of Amsterdam
merchants commissioned the first
Dutch voyage to the East Indies.
Led by Cornelius Houtman (15407-
1599), the expedition was almost a
complete disaster—the ships return-
ed with only small cargoes of spices,
and more than half the men died.
But it did prove to the Dutch that the
Portuguese were not all-powerful in
the Eastern seas.

During the next few years, the
Dutch sent numerous expeditions to
the East, backed by a number of
separate companies, each trading
from a different port. The competi-
tion between the companies them-
selves was as strong as that between
the Dutch and the Portuguese.
Some fleets, like the one of Jacob

van Neck (dates unknown) and
Wybrand van Warwijck (dates un-
known), traveled by the Cape route,
while others sailed west through
Magellan’s strait. Van Neck and
Van Warwijck's expedition was a
great success, establishing friendly
relations in the Indies, and yielding
a profit of 400 per cent. Of the
westward expeditions, however, only
two reached the East. One was that
of Oliver van Noort (dates unknown),
who went on to become the first
Dutchman to circumnavigate the
world.

The Dutch fleets that sailed to
the Indies were at first concerned
solely with trade, but when their
sponsors realized how many islands
grew spices, they saw that a com-
mercial monopoly would be neces-
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sary if they were to make the profits
they had hoped for. Thus, like
the Portuguese before them, the
Dutch began to build trading posts.
Gradually, their hold on the area
tightened, and eventually most of
the East Indies was to come under
Dutch rule.

By the end of the 1500’s, the
English had also developed an inter-
est in the East. They obtained their
first information from Francis Drake
(1540?-1596), who had called at
the Moluccas on the last stage
of his voyage around the world, and
as early as 1591 an English fleet had
sailed east to trade. But George Ray-
mond (dates unknown) was drowned,
and although James Lancaster (15507-
1618) reached the East, he had little
success. Nevertheless, the English
tried again. The publication in English
of Van Linschoten’s Itinerario, added
to reports of Dutch successes in
the Indies, inspired the forma-
tion of a company to organize the
Indies trade. In 1600, the “Governor
and Company of Merchants of
London trading into the East Indies™
—as the English East India Company
was formally known—were granted a
royal charter by Queen Elizabeth 1.

Unlike the Dutch, who wanted to
capture from Portugal the carrying
trade between Asia and Europe, the
English were interested in expand-
ing their own exports, and in par-
ticular, in finding new markets for
their woolen cloth. This did not pre-
vent them from taking an active
interest in the spice trade of the
Indies, and the East India Com-
pany’s first fleet, commanded by
James Lancaster, returned home
with its holds full of pepper. Sur-
prisingly, although it was trespassing
on ground the Dutch considered to be
theirs, it had met with no resist-
ance from the Dutch.

It was the English challenge,
however, that forced the Dutch to
realize that their hold on the Indies
trade would be greater if the resources
of their various companies were
pooled. In 1602, therefore, they
founded their own East India Com-
pany to take over the work of the
numerous smaller concerns. By 1604,
when Henry Middleton (?-1613)
made the English East India Com-
pany’s second expedition, the Dutch
presented a united front, and Middle-
ton had considerable difficulty in
trading. As English traders gradually
moved into Dutch territory, the
situation became increasingly strain-
ed. By the mid-1600's, however, the
Dutch had emerged triumphant, and
the English East India Company
had directed its attention to another
part of the East.

« Ships of the English East India
Company at sea.
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“The English and India

hen the English turned from

the Indies in search of new op-
enings for trade, it was to the Indian
subcontinent that they looked. India
had as yet been little affected by the
spread of European power in the
East, for although the Portuguese had
kept a tight grip on India’s western
ports, their main interest was always
the East Indies. The riches of
India were still virtually untouched,
and to the English, the commercial
possibilities seemed great.

England had learned much about
the prospects for Indian trade from
Ralph Fitch (?-1606). Fitch left
England in 1583 with a party
headed by John Newberry (dates
unknown), who had already made a
journey in the Middle East, and in-
cluding James Storey (dates un-
known) and William Leeds (dates
unknown). Their goal was India, but
their journey also provided infor-
mation about the ancient but, to
western Europeans, hardly known,
overland route from the eastern

v Akbar, Mogul emperor.

Mediterranean, which it was hoped
might prove an alternative to the
sea route around the Cape. In
Hormuz, the men were arrested, and
they arrived in India as prisoners;
but an Englishman working in Goa
managed to obtain their release.
Storey left the party in Goa, but
the others traveled to Fatephur
Sikri, seat of the court of the Mogul
emperor Akbar, whom they pre-
sented with a letter from Queen
Elizabeth of England. Then, they
separated. Leeds remained with the
court, and Newberry set out for
home, disappearing on the way.
Fitch spent six years wandering
through the East, garnering knowl-

.edge of the countries he passed

through. So long was he away that
on his return he found that he had
been presumed dead, and all his
belongings sold.

It was not until 1608 that the
English attempted to set up a trading
post on the Indian coast. This
unsuccessful venture, led by William
Hawkins, is recounted in Hawkins’
papers, and in those of another
traveler, John Jourdain (dates un-
known), who in about 1610 visited
the Mogul court, and wrote glow-
ingly of its wealth. Two years later,
the English won the first of two
naval victories against the Por-
tuguese, and so impressed the Mogul
emperor Jahangir, that he granted
them facilities to trade. Factories
were founded at Cambay, Baroda,
Surat, Ahmadabad, and Ajmer.

In 1615, King James I sent Eng-
land’s first official ambassador to
the Mogul court to negotiate a
general trading agreement. Although
no treaty was signed, the Moguls
did promise support and protection

v Jahangir, Mogul emperor.

against Portuguese attacks. Now
English expansion began in earnest.
An English factory had been estab-
lished in Masulipatam on the east
coast in 1611, and in 1639, Francis
Day founded St. George—present-
day Madras. Bombay came under
English rule in the 1660’s, and in
1690 Calcutta was founded.

By the late 1600’s, the Moguls
were no longer all-powerful, and
the English were forced to take
measures to protect themselves.
They chose direct rule as the best
means to secure their interests.
So successful were they that until
the mid-1800’s, it seemed they had
achieved their aim of “English do-
minion in India for all time to come™.
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5 (e Conquistadors

When the Great Age of Discovery drew to its close, the Portuguese had gained a
foothold in the countries of the East. In the west, however, it was the Spanish who
had firmly staked their claim. At first they displayed little interest in their new
American lands, because Spain, like Portugal, still looked on a share in the
spice trade as the goal of exploration, and the islands of the Caribbean
yielded nothing to compare with the riches of the East.

As time passed, however, Spanish interest in the Caribbean region
gradually increased. Why should those strange and distant lands
not hold a way to riches and to fame? The Spanish sailed west to
make their fortunes, and to gain honor for themselves, hoping
that in so doing they would win new lands for the Spanish crown.
These first emigrants were hardy adventurers, as they had every
need to be, for the early colonies in the Caribbean afforded
little but hard work and disease. In time, however, the search
for gold and glory led to the Spanish west from the Caribbean
to the American mainland shores. There, in Mexico and
Peru, they found the treasure that they sought.

These bold adventurers earned the name conquistadors,
for they conquered while they explored. The time that they
held sway in the Americas was one of turbulence and
romance, for these small bands of European adventurers
brought mighty empires under Spanish rule. The conquista-
dors made themselves vast fortunes, sent immense treasure
back to Spain, and in so doing, opened up the Americas
from southern North America and Mexico in the north to
Chile in the south. As they conquered, they paved the way
to nearly 300 years of Spanish colonial rule.

The means used by the conquistadors have been ques-
tioned, for they were ruthless and cruel, and the Spanish
conquest destroyed not just civilizations, but decimated
whole peoples as well. But the Spanish had reasons other
than gold lust for the methods that they used. They were
vigorous and determined Christians who used the sword to
spread God’s word, feeling that any means were justified to
stamp out the heathen practices that they found. Fear, too, made
them terrible, for they were stranded far from home. Deep among
hostile peoples, they chose terror as the best means to establish their
power and thus to ensure their safety.

The rule of the conquistadors was a short one, for their conquests
were soon complete. Alone, they had founded their empires under the
distant control of Spain. But as peace descended on the Americas, their
star began to decline. The Spanish government, determined to maintain its
grip on its rich new colonies, preferred to place their government in other
hands. The conquistadors were not the type of men to make good administrators,
and besides, such warlike conquerors might well seize power for themselves.
Gradually, the place of the conquistadors was taken by bureaucrats from Spain.






“I'he Taking of Mexico

In the year Ce Acatl, so the Aztec legend ran, the god
Quetzalcoatl would return. Strange portents foretold his
coming in the Ce Acatl year 1519. In the event, however, it
was the Spanish conquistador Hernando Cortes, not
Quetzalcoatl, who came to the Aztec lands.
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According to Aztec legend, Quet-
zalcoatl had been driven from
Mexico by his rival Huitzilopochtli,
but, on leaving his lands, he had
promised to come back. Small
wonder the Aztec, who knew nothing

\5 to Perv 4

;lC OCEAN|



of Europeans, thought Hernando
Cortes (1485-1547) was their god.
When Cortes set out on his
expedition, the Spanish knew little of
the lands west of their Caribbean
bases. To the south, Vasco Nufiez de

Balboa had founded a colony on the
Isthmus of Panama, and in 1513, had
crossed the isthmus to the Pacific;
but to the west Francisco Fernindez
de Cordoba (?-1518) and Juan de
Grijalva (1489?-1527) had merely

coasted Central America, discovering
the Yucatan Peninsula, and finding
traces of a great civilization there.
Gold especially appeared to be
plentiful, and in Mexico, Grijalva
heard of greater treasure inland.

A Cortes, by an Indian artist.

Seeking that treasure, Cortes set
sail. With Pedro de Alvarado (14957-
1541) and Cristobal de Olid (1492?-
1524), he disembarked at Villa Rica
de la Vera Cruz, near present-day
Veracruz, on Friday, 22 April 1519.
This was the day the legend had
named for Quetzalcoatl’s return.

Emissaries from the Aztec emperor
Montezuma met Cortes at the coast,
but the rich gifts they gave him only
increased his desire for gold. Deter-
mined to see Montezuma himself,
Cortes set out for the Aztec capital
Tenochtitlan. There, he was received
as befitted a god.

The friendship between Aztec and
Spaniard did not last long. Cortes
saw that his life and those of his men
were in Montezuma's hands, and he
decided to act. He arrested the Aztec
emperor, hoping to make him a
puppet ruler under the king of Spain.

At this critical moment, Cortes
was forced to leave Alvarado in
charge at Tenochtitlan, while he
returned to the coast. On arriving in
Mexico, he had declared himself
responsible only to his king, thus
usurping the authority—and possible
profits—of the governor of Cuba,
sponsor of his expedition. Keen to
keep control of an undertaking of
such potential, the governor sent
troops to bring Cortes to heel. Their
threat was easily disposed of, but
Cortes’ absence from Tenochtitlan
led to a crisis. During a religious
festival, Alvarado massacred thou-
sands of Aztec, and Cortes returned
in 1520 to find the city hostile. Soon
after his return, the Indians attacked.

61




The Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan, was
called by the Spanish the ‘‘Venice of
the New World’’. Built on an island in
Lake Texcoco, it was joined to the
mainland by wide stone causeways,

and a stone aqueduct brought drinking
water from the springs of Chapultepec,
some three miles away. The city, with
its fine stone buildings and beautiful
chinampas (floating gardens), was

razed almost to the ground during A
Cortes’ siege of 1521. It was not long to
remain in ruins, however, for on its site
the Spanish built Mexico City as
the capital of New Spain.




During the fighting, Montezuma
was killed when, at Cortes’ request,
he tried to persuade the Aztec to
allow the Spanish to leave unharmed.
Now, as the Spanish were in great

A Mexico City in the 1500’s.

danger, Cortes attempted to break
from the island city to the nearby
mainland. Although he succeeded,
nearly two-thirds of the Spanish
soldiers were killed. It took the
conquistadors nearly a year to
prepare another attack, and not until
May 1521 did Tenochtitlan come
under Spanish siege. Then, the Aztec
held out for 80 grueling days, sur-
rendering to the Spanish only when
their leader was captured.

After the fall of Tenochtitlan,
Cortes began to consolidate Spanish
authority in his colony of New Spain
and, within three years, the land was
at peace. Mexico City was built as
capital of the Spanish domains, and
Cortes arranged expeditions outside
Mexico. Alvarado marched into
Guatemala, while Olid traveled in
the west and then, via Cuba, to the
coast of the Gulf of Honduras.
There, he rebelled against the auth-
ority of Cortes.

Cortes himself made a punitive
expedition to the Panuco River in the
north, and marched east across
southern Yucatan against Olid. In
1522-4, he arranged voyages along the
Pacific coast to search for a strait to
the Atlantic, and in 1527 sent a fleet
to the Moluccas. He tried, unsuc-
cessfully, to colonize Lower Cali-
fornia in 1532-5, and in 1536, sent
ships to the aid of Pizarro in Peru.
But it was after his time that
Francisco Visquez de Coronado (1510-
1554) carried his gold lust north and,
in so doing, explored much of what
is now the southern United States.

When the Spanish reached mainland America, they were
faced with a surprise. Here were no primitive tribesmen,
such as those who inhabited the islands of the Caribbean.
Instead, mighty, civilized empires held sway over the land.

he most ancient of these empires,

and one which, at the arrival of
the Spanish, was in the final stages of
decline, was that of the Maya in
Guatemala, Honduras, and the pen-
insula of Yucatan. Between the A.D.
300’s and 800’s, when Europe was
sunk in darkness, Maya civilization
reached its height. In the 900’s,
however, it suffered a period of decay
and, although a later revival did take
place, the Maya never regained their
former greatness.

To the west of the Maya home-
lands, in what is now Mexico, lay the
empire of the Aztec. The Aztec were
a warrior people, and their men were
constantly fighting to enlarge the
boundaries of their empire, or to
bring new tribes under their rule. As
befitted such a fierce people, the
religion around which their life
centered was bloodthirsty, too. They
believed that disaster could only be
averted by offering Huitzilopochtli,
the chief of their gods, the most
valuable of all gifts—life. In Aztec
religious ceremonies, thousands of

people were slain. Yet for all this, the
Aztec were no uncivilized barbarians,
but a highly cultured race. Their
legends told of a gentle god, Quet-
zalcoatl, patron of learning and the
priesthood, he for whom Cortes was
mistaken. Although these same
legends recounted how the fierce
Huitzilopochtli had driven Quet-
zalcoatl out, still, under Aztec rule,
science and art flourished, and beau-
tiful temples and palaces were built.

According to an old saying, while
the Maya dreamed and the Aztec
worshiped, the Inca built, and the
land of the Inca in what is now Peru
bears splendid testimony to this.
Houses, palaces, and irrigation pro-
jects—to all these they lent their
hands. In the 1400’s, they conquered
a vast area stretching from Peru
north into Ecuador, and south into
Bolivia and Chile. Throughout this
empire, . they set up a magnificent
network of roads. The Inca were a
farming people and theirs was a
community, rather than an individual,
way of life.

APACHE

[
o,
A
%

5
RS

Aztec Empire at tima of Conquest
| Maya Empire at time of Conquest
Inca Empire at its greatest extent

| o 800 1000 1800

[ :
| © Geogrephical Projects
| L et

TUuPl(

63




“The Conquest of Peru

From the Spanish colony of Panama, the conquistadors sent
their ships sailing south. In 1522, under Pascual de
Andagoya (1495?-1548), the first government survey was
made. It brought back tales of a rich kingdom, which Indians
called Bira. Probably from this word developed the name by
which the Spanish knew the country—Peru.

ndagoya’s report aroused interest
A in the south, and soon a group
of Spaniards had applied to the
governor of Panama for the right to
explore. In 1524, Francisco Pizarro
(1475-1541) sailed south, followed by
Diego de Almagro (1475?-1538).
Most of their capital was provided by
a priest, Fernando de Luque, who
helped plan the expedition, but who
did not actually take part.

This first Spanish venture met with
little success. Although the adventur-
ers explored part of the coast north
of the equator, their hopes of gold
were unfounded, and they had to
return to Panama when their supplies
ran out. But this did not deter them
from making a second expedition.
This time, they sailed with a pilot,
Bartolomedela Ruiz(datesunknown),
a sea captain who was to become the
first Spaniard to meet the Inca people
of Peru. On this expedition, the
Spaniards reached the city of Tumbes,
confirming for themselves earlier

reports of Inca wealth, and sailed
south to the Santa Pau River.
Despite this new proof of Peru’s
riches, the government of Panama
proved unwilling to sponsor further

exploration to the south. Pizarro
therefore took his case to the king of
Spain, who at length agreed to back
an expedition, and created Pizarro
governor and captain-general of any
lands he might subdue. In 1531,
accompanied by his four half brothers
Hernando (1475?-1578), Gonzalo
(1506?-1548), and Juan Pizarro
(1500?-1536), and Martin de Alcan-
tara (dates unknown), Pizarro set out.

The Spanish adventurer could not
have chosen a better moment to
embark on his quest. For five years,
civil war had raged in Peru between
Huascar, the legitimate Inca emperor,
and his half brother Atahualpa, to
whom Huascar’s father had left
one-fifth of his kingdom. Although
in the year 1532 the war ended, and
Atahualpa ruled, dissent still filled
the Inca lands.

Pizarro and his men landed at San
Mateo Bay, from which they ad-
vanced overland to Tumbes. Since
Pizarro’s last visit, the civil war had
reached Tumbes, and the city had
been sacked and stripped of many of
its treasures. Now, Pizarro remained
there only long enough for rein-
forcements to reach him. Then,

leaving a small garrison at Tumbes,
he advanced south. On the edge of
the Sechura Desert, he founded San
Miguel, where he and his men stayed
for several months. From the Indians,
they learned that Atahualpa was not
at Cusco, his capital far to the south,
but at Cajamarca, little more than a
quarter as long a journey away.
In September 1532, the Spanish
set out for Cajamarca. From the
burning desert, their route led
through the snow-capped mountains’
of the Andes and, so hard was the
way that, had the Inca attacked, the
Spaniards might never have reached
their goal. But Atahualpa had
determined to receive the invaders as
friends. Secure in his strength as Inca
ruler, he saw no threat in the tiny
Spanish force.

The Spanish expedition reached
Cajamarca on 15 November 1532.
Pizarro, determined to strike his
blow against the Inca quickly, chose
his first meeting with Atahualpa as
the occasion for his coup. When the
Inca ruler and his unarmed body-
guard arrived for the meeting, the
Spaniards were lying in wait. Taking
Atahualpa prisoner, they slew his
followers.

Atahualpa hoped the conquista-
dor’s greed might secure his release,
and he promised Pizarro a huge
ransom—enough gold to fill a room
22 feet long by 17 feet wide, as high

The rival Inca emperors, Atahualpa
(left) and his half brother Hudscar. w
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as the emperor could reach (some
seven feet). But even when the
treasure was assembled, Pizarro
dared not let the Inca ruler go. He
had him tried for treason, and
strangled.

From Cajamarca, Pizarro con-
tinued to the Inca capital Cusco.
There, the Spanish soldiers ran wild.
They plundered temples, looted
houses and palaces, raped, and
generally debauched. Eventually,
Pizarro managed to restore order and
gain a firm grip on the city but,
nevertheless, he was never to have
the same control of Peru that Cortes
had of Mexico. He founded Lima—
which he named Ciudad de los Reyes
(the City of the Kings)—as capital of
the Spanish domains, and appointed
Manco Capac, half brother of
Huascar and Atahualpa, Inca ruler
under the Spanish king. At first, the
Inca accepted the conquest almost
without resistance; but, among Pizar-
ro’s own followers, dissatisfaction
and jealousy were rife.

Pizarro’s position was first threa-
tened even before the founding of
Lima, and from outside, rather than
from within, Peru. In 1533, Pedro de
Alvarado, Cortes’ captain, sailed
from New Spain for South America,
and marched on the kingdom of

Quito, where he thought he would
find great wealth. He was forestalled,
however, by Sebastian de Benalcazaar
(14957-1550?), governor of San
Miguel, who had already captured
Quito when he heard of the approach
of Almagro, sent to put down
Alvarado. He joined Almagro at
Riobamba, and there they were able
to buy Alvarado’s departure without
a fight. Alvarado even visited Pizarro
before traveling north again. Benal-
cazaar himself was appointed gov-
ernor of Quito, and extended Spanish
rule north, beyond what had been
the Inca’s northern frontier.

Almagro, as a reward for his
services, was created governor of a
province in the south, stretching for
500 miles beyond Pizarro’s land. In
July 1535, he left Cusco on a tour of
his new domain. Although he claimed
the lands as far south as present-day
Santiago for the Spanish king, he
returned to Peru a bitterly dis-
illusioned man. In his province, there
were no riches to rival the Inca
wealth, and he saw little hope that
his governorship would bring him the
reward he felt was his due.

In 1537, Almagro arrived back in
Cusco to find the Inca had rebelled.
The situation seemed serious, for the
Indians, unlike the Spanish. were

accustomed to fighting in mountain
territory, and had managed to lay
siege to Cusco, and to prevent the
relief parties sent from Lima by
Pizarro from reaching the city.
Almagro defeated their army; but
then he turned rebel himself. Claim-
ing that Cusco lay within his
territory, and not Pizarro’s, he
seized the city. In 1538, he was
defeated and executed but, three
years later, his followers were re-
venged. In 1541, they murdered
Francisco Pizarro, the conqueror of
Peru.

The conquistadors, in their search
for gold, traveled far beyond Peru’s
frontiers, and thus opened up much
of South America. Gonzalo Jiménez
de Quesada (1497?2-1579?) traveled in
the northwest, and, on the plateau of
Bogota he conquered the Chibcha,
the last of the wealthy Indian peoples.
Pizarro’s brother Gonzalo, mean-
while, made an expedition with
Francisco de Orellana (1500?-15507?)
that led to Orellana making the first
voyage down the Amazon River.
Pedro de Valdivia (1500?-1553) estab-
lished a colony in Chile, and founded
both Santiago—today the capital of
the country—and Valparaiso.

v Battle between the Inca and Spanish.
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his map of the Americas in the

vears after the Spanish conquest
was drawn by Diego Gutiérrez
(?-1554) and engraved posthumously
by Hieronymus Cock in Antwerp in
1562. Gutiérrez was a cosmographer
—an expert in the science dealingwith
the general appearance and structure
of the earth—at the Casa de la Con-
tratacion de Las Indias (the House of
Trade for the Indies) in Seville,
Spain. This establishment, founded
in 1503, had as its first head Amerigo
Vespucci, and from 1518 to 1548 it
was under the direction of Sebastian
Cabot.

Gutiérrez’ map concentrates chiefly
on the Atlantic seaboard, and on
Central and South America. For the
latter regions, he was able to take
into account discoveries made by the

Portuguese in the east of the con-
tinent, as well as those of the Spanish
in the west, Pizarro and his followers
in Peru, and Cortes in Mexico. The
most important feature of his map of
South America is the Amazon River,
which Orellana’s voyage enabled him
to place. However, he had little
idea of its true course, and based his
sinuous portrayal on Sebastian
Cabot's map of 1554. The Parana and
Uruguay rivers, which flow into the
Rio de la Plata, he greatly exagger-
ated in size, and Tierra del Fuego,
which he called Tierra de Magallanes
—the land of Magellan—he extended
southward, making it part of a great
continental land.

Although the coastline of the
Americas, like that of Africa, was
already reasonably well known,

Gutiérrez was almost completely
ignorant of the interior. In compen-
sation, the continents team with life,
as do the seas. In Africa. Gutiérrez
shows an elephant. a rhinoceros, and
a lion, and he peoples South America
with imaginary natives. Cannibals
carry out their horrible practices in
Brazil; to the south, in Patagonia,
giants are shown. Ever since Magel-
lan’s expedition had nicknamed the
inhabitants of this region Paragonians
—which in Spanish means “'big feet”
—the belief had grown in Europe
that this area was populated by a
race of enormous people. The life of
the seas is even more fabulous than
that of the land. And, amidst weird
gods and monsters, the ships of
Europe ply their way over the newly
known seas.
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6 A NewWorld
No Longer

It is difficult to imagine a time when North America was hardly known, much less
explored, when Europeans could not trace the continent’s outline, nor guess at its
extent. Yet, for the first explorers to reach there, America was indeed a ‘“‘new
world”. The great continent stretched before them, unknown, mysterious, no
one knew how far. In its vastness were hidden deserts and mountains, great
rivers and rolling plains. There were furs there for the trader, and land for

the farmer. Above all, in the unknown, there was adventure for the brave.

When Christopher Columbus sailed the Atlantic, his goal was not
the Americas—indeed, he did not even know of the existence of
such a land. Like many of the mariners who would follow him,
he sought a new route to the Orient, and it was by these
seekers after Eastern treasure that the first western landfalls
were made. The sailors were followed by the gold-seekers,
who made the first journeys into the interior, but it was not
until the arrival of traders and colonists that North American
exploration really began. For, in the pursuit of their own
interests, these pioneers set out westward, gradually
extending their knowledge far beyond the Atlantic shores.

To the pioneers, this magnificent country lay open for
the taking, despite the fact that they found an indigenous
people already there. With the Eskimos of the far north,
the European settlers had little contact, but they encoun-
tered the Indian inhabitants of the rest of the continent at
every step they took. At first, the Indians often helped the
European settlers, but although friendly relations were
maintained in the north, in what is now Canada, the situ-
ation soon changed farther south. When the colonists
became self-sufficient, they regarded the Indians as obstacles
to the expansion of white rule. The struggle between
invaders and natives was to be long and bitter, but eventually
the Indians were driven from their homelands in the face of
the white advance.

The traders and settlers who set out into the American interior
were the spearhead of a continuing drive by the white man
toward the West. After 1783, when the United States came into
being, there was a sense among the pioneers that their advance was
inevitable, that it was their nation’s true destiny to expand to the
Pacific shores. In 1845, this sense of destiny was put into words when
John L. Sullivan wrote in a New York City newspaper, ‘It is our manifest
destiny to overspread and possess the whole of the continent which
Providence has given us”. Soon the phrase “Manifest Destiny” was being
used whenever westward expansion was talked of, yet this was only the voicing
of a belief that every pioneer held. First through trade, then through this sense
of the inevitability of the push to the westward, North America was explored.







“I'he Conquistadors Push Northward

estless, and greedy for glory and
for gold, the Spanish left their
homelands to sail to the American
shores. They looked not for new
lands to discover, but for treasure,
conquest, and honor for God and
Spain. For many of these conquista-
dors, the reward was to be small.
Juan Ponce de Ledn (1460?-1521),
who had sailed on Columbus’ second
expedition, set out not for love of
gold, but seeking a fountain whose
waters he believed would give eternal
youth. Although he never found it,
he discovered Florida, which he
thought was a great new island. He
named it after the day he sighted it—
Pascua Florida (Easter Sunday).

In 1527, Panfilo de Narvaez (1478 7-
1528) left Spain to conquer and
colonize Florida, but his overland
march there revealed none of the gold
he longed for, sb he resolved to
rejoin his ships and continue to New
Spain. When he reached the coast,
however, he found that his ships had
sailed without him, and his men had
to build boats for the voyage around
the Gulf of Mexico. After passing the
Mississippi delta, they were caught
in a storm. Narvdez’ boat was blown
out to sea, and the conquistador was
never seen again.

Only one of the other four boats,
and the crew of a second, survived.
Then, after the men had landed, many

died, or were enslaved by Indians.
But Alvar Nifez Cabeza de Vaca
(1490?-1557?) was lucky enough to
fall in with a friendly tribe, whose
nomadic existence he shared for
nearly six years. At last, with three
companions, he managed to escape,
and in April 1536, after a grueling
journey, the four men were found by
Spanish cavalrymen on the frontiers
of New Spain.

Although the Indians De Vaca had
lived with had been poor, from them
he had heard of rich tribes farther
north. A reconnaissance expedition
sent from New Spain to investigate
his story glowingly confirmed the
Indians’ report. The men even
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<4 De Soro reaches the Mississippi.

claimed to have seen the fabled Seven
Cities of Cibola, reputedly one of the
world’s greatest sources of riches. In
1540, therefore, the viceroy of Mexico
dispatched an expedition to capture
the Seven Cities’ wealth.

While Francisco Vasquez de Coro-
nado led a large force from New
Spain northward, Hernando de
Alarcon (dates unknown) sailed with
two ships up the Gulf of California,
carrying supplies. His voyage was to
prove that California was a peninsula,
not an island as had previously been
conjectured, and he discovered the
mouth of the Colorado River, and
traveled up it a little way. He never
met up with Coronado, and sailed
for home alone.

Coronado himself reached Cibola,
to find that it was only a poor Indian
village. He sent Melchior Diaz (dates
unknown) to find Alarcén and get
supplies, but at the mouth of the
Colorado, Diaz discovered a message
from Alarcon saying he had left for
home. Other parties were sent to
search for richer lands and one, led
by Garcia Lépez de Cardenas (dates
unknown), traveled a short way down
the Colorado, and discovered the
Grand Canyon. Coronado himself,
continuing to Cicuye and Tiguex,
heard of a rich land called Quivira to
the north. Seeking Quivira, he pushed
northandacrossthe Arkansas, but the
legendary kingdom never material-
ized. Disillusioned, Coronado led his
men back to New Spain. The
expedition had made many discover-
ies and reported on the Indians and
their customs. But because they had
discovered no treasure, Coronado
found himself in disgrace.

While Coronado sought the Seven
Citiesinsouthwestern North America,
Hernando de Soto (15007-1542) was
seeking them in the southeast. As a
reward for his part in the conquest of
the Inca, De Soto had been appointed
governor of Cuba, and given the
right to conquer Florida. He reached
Tampa Bay in May 1539, and set out
overland. Pushing north past the
Savannah River, he crossed the
Appalachians, turning south, then
west. In 1541, he arrived at the
Mississippi. Although he pushed far
to the west of that river, his hopes of
gold proved ill-founded. In 1542, sick
and exhausted, he died on the
Mississippi's banks. His successor,
Luis de Moscoso (dates unknown),
buried him in the river, then turned
west on another unsuccessful quest.
At last, abandoning his search for
gold, he sailed down the Mississippi
and around the coast to New Spain.
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n 1570, Abraham Ortelius (1527-
1598), an Antwerp cartographer
and map publisher, produced the
first edition of his atlas Theatrum
Orbis Terrarum (theater of the world).
This work is generally considered to
be the first modern atlas, for although
collections of maps had been issued
earlier, they were made up of existing
maps of varying sizes, and by
different cartographers, whereas every
one of the 70 maps in Ortelius’ atlas
was especially engraved for the
occasion. After 1570, the atlas went
through numerous editions, and for
many of them new maps were added.
By 1601, there were 121 in the body
of the atlas, besides 40 in a supple-
ment that was devoted to historical
maps.

In the first edition of his atlas,
Ortelius included only one map of the
Americas, and another was not
added until 1579. This first map—
the ‘“New Description of America, or
the New World"—showed both
North and South America, and also
a large portion of the imaginary
southern continent (usually known
as Terra Australis Incognita—the
unknown southern land), which was
then supposed to cover the southern
part of the earth. Surprisingly, the
outline of South America is less
accurate than in Gutiérrez’ map pub-
lished eight years earlier but, even so,
Ortelius knew more of South America
than of the north.

Ortelius’ North America is easily
recognizable, but its proportions are
far from the truth. The Gulf of
Mexico coastline is too short, and the
distance from Florida to Cape Breton
too small. In mapping the southern
part of the continent, Ortelius could
draw on his knowledge of the Spanish
expeditions northward, and he marks
Tiguex and Quivira, but far from the
area of Coronado’s search. For the
St. Lawrence region, he had the
journeys of Jacques Cartier, made
between 1534 and 1542, to help him.
Elsewhere, his knowledge was so
limited that he simply left his map
blank, with the exception, that is, of
a few mountain ranges dotted about
the interior, and a legend to the effect
that the northwest was unknown. It
seems odd that he did know of the
existence of Hudson Bay, even
though his map was drawn 40 years
before Hudson's ill-fated voyage
there. Generally, however, the im-
pression his map leaves is of just how
much remained for the explorers of
North America to reveal.
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“I'he French Explore

s the Spanish pushed northward

from Mexico, another nation
began to explore farther north. In
1534, searching for a westward
passage to Asia, Jacques Cartier
(1491-1557) reached the Gaspé Pen-
insula. A year later, he discovered the
St. Lawrence River, and sailed up it
to Hochelaga, on the site of Montreal.
But he was prevented by the Lachine
rapids from going farther, and his
1541-2 voyage added nothing to
knowledge of ‘“New France”.

Jacques Cartier. ¥

Cartier certainly did not reach
Asia, but he paved France’s way to
America. In his wake, French
fishermen regularly visited the fishing
grounds off Newfoundland, and fur
trade with the Indians was also
opened up.

The man whose travels laid the
foundations of French Canada first
traveled there on behalf of the fur
trade monopoly. His name was
Samuel de Champlain (1567?-1635),
and he made his first expedition up
the St. Lawrence in 1603. The year
after, heexplored the North American
coast, sailing south beyond Cape
Cod, and helped to found Port Royal,
Nova Scotia, the first French colony

in the New World. In 1608, he was

again on the St. Lawrence, and estab-
lished Quebec as a base for the fur
trade. He made friends with the
Huron Indians, and agreed to fight
with them against the Iroquois tribes,

[

who were their enemies. With a
Huron war party, in 1609 he dis-
covered Lake Champlain.

In 1610, Champlain met a youth
named Etienne Brulé (15927-1633),
who wanted to live with an Indian
tribe to learn its language. To
Champlain, anxious to find out
more about the interior, this seemed
an excellent idea. On Brulé’s return,
Champlain wasable to learn about the
region Brulé had visited, and about
Georgian Bay, which Brulé was the
first white man to see. From another
Frenchman, Nicolas Vigneau (dates
unknown), Champlain heard that
north of the Ottawa River there lay
a great sea, and in 1613 he set out to
find it. Some way up the Ottawa,
however, it became clear that Vigneau
was lying, and Champlain turned
back.

In 1615, Champlain promised to
join the Hurons in an attack on an

*
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Iroquois stronghold near Lake
Oneida, but he missed their rendez-
vous at the Lachine rapids, and had
to travel to Georgian Bay to catch
up. Then Brulé, who had ac-
companied Champlain, left the main
force to take part in a separate
attack. When he arrived, the battle
was over, and Champlain and the
Hurons had been defeated. Brulé
then traveled south down the
Susquehanna to Chesapeake Bay.
Five years after his journey down
the Susquehanna, Brul¢é made an-
other expedition. He traveled west,
and may perhaps have reached
Chequamegon Bay. During his career
of exploration, he had discovered
four of the five Great Lakes. In 1634,
Jean Nicolet (1598-1642), another of
Champlain’s protégés, reached the
watershed between the Fox and
Mississippi rivers, and did much to
clarify the Great Lakes’ geography.




The work of Champlain and his
followers was continued by two
brothers-in-law, Médart Chouart,
Sieur de Groseilliers (1625?-1697) and
Pierre Esprit Radisson (1636?-17107).
Groseilliers and Radisson were
traders who ranged through the
Great Lakes in search of furs. Their
travels finally established the relation-
ship between Lake Superior and
Hudson Bay—the ‘“‘sea” Champlain
had searched for in the north—and
the trading missions that they carried
out for England from about 1668
drew English attention to the Hudson
Bay area. Through this new interest,
the Hudson’s Bay Company was
formed in 1670.

To the west of Lake Michigan lie
the headwaters of the Mississippi,
North America’s greatest river. In
1634, during his travels, Nicolet had
heard Indians talk of this waterway,
and in 1673 Louis Joliet (1645-1700)

was sent to find and explore it. In
May, Joliet left the Strait of Mackinac
accompanied by Father Jacques
Margquette (1637-1675), a Jesuit priest.
The two men traveled via Green Bay
and the Fox and Wisconsin rivers
to the Mississippi, and paddled far
enough down that river to be almost
sure that it flowed into the Gulf of
Mexico. Then, afraid of being
captured by Indians or by the
Spanish, they set out again upstream.
Father Marquette later founded a
mission among the [llinois Indians,
working with them until his death.
Although Joliet and Marquette
were the first to travel down the
Mississippi, the river is linked above
all with another man. Robert Cavelier,
Sieur de la Salle (1643-1687), a
French nobleman, had emigrated to
Canada hoping to make his fortune
in the fur trade. In 1669, he discovered

. the Ohio River, and followed it to

— —— — — Cartier
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what is now Louisville, Kentucky. In
1678, on the Niagara, he built a ship,
Le Griffon, to collect furs from Indians
around the Great Lakes. One of his
companions, Louis Hennepin (1640-
17017) first described Niagara Falls.

Le Griffon sailed as far as Green
Bay, Lake Michigan, and then La
Salle disembarked and sent the ship
to take its cargo of furs to the Niagara,
and to collect supplies. Continuing
south, he founded Fort St. Joseph,
Fort Miami, and Fort Crévecoeur
(Fort Heartbreak); but when after
three months there was no sign of Le
Griffon, La Salle traveled east to the
Niagara for news, then returned to
Montreal. The ship was never heard
of again and, while La Salle was
away, the Fort Crévecoeur garrison
mutinied and drove out their leader,
Henri de Tonti (1650-1704). La Salle
took time to find his friend, so it was
not until 1681 that he was able to
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start his long-planned journey down
the Mississippi River.

In 1681-2, La Salle traveled down’

the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico,
taking possession of the valley of the
Mississippi for France, and calling it
Louisiana after the French king.
Then, seeking backing for a perma-
nent Gulf coast colony, La Salle

o

returned north, and made his way to
France. In 1684, he set out on the ill-
fated journey that has been recounted
by Henri Joutel (dates unknown), his
aide. La Salle’s ships missed the
mouth of the Mississippi altogether,
and every attempt to find the river
failed. At last, La Salle was murdered
by his own men. Joutel, however, did

Groseilliers

Groseilliers b 1659-60
Iwith Radissonl
Groseilliers fc 1661-3

(with Redisson!

Le Salle 2@ 1669-70

La Salle 2b 1678-80
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La Salle 2c 1680

(to search for Tonti]

La Salle 2d 1681-2
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— — — — Jolietiwith Marquettel 3 1673
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(after leaving La Salle)
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eventually reach the Mississippi, and
there met Tonti, who had established
a post to await La Salle.

Meanwhile, in 1680-1, Father
Hennepin had made an independent
expedition to the upper Mississippi.
Taken prisoner by Indians, he joined
their wanderings and only escaped
when Sieur Duluth arrived.




When Columbus reached the Bahamas, he thought he was in
the East. Identifying the islands with the East Indies, he
called their people “Indians”. In time, the name was applied
to the inhabitants of the American mainland too.

- Eskimo & Aleut

Eastern Forests Indians
Subarctic Hunters
Northeastern Woodsmen

Southeastern Farmers

D Plains Indians
Northwest Coast Indians

California-Intermountain Indians
Horsemen

Seed Gatherers
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Nomads

© Geographice: Projects

[
KUTCHIN

CARRIER

CHINOOK

o %ﬁi}ﬁ; z:_/‘“% \.

d@%g\\f&

CREE

2 CHIPPE

APACHE

(a;\zrfc\\/@

P

ALGONKIA
i

NASKAPI MORA

<~

—l 3t — 1 Miles

t the time of Columbus’ landing,
A there were more than 600 Indian
tribes in North America, speaking at
least 200 separate languages, and
following widely differing ways of
life. Everywhere the white man
traveled, he encountered the Indians,
and although some were helpful,
others did all they could to hinder the
European advance. As the white man
spread his dominion ever farther, the
Indians were driven from the lands
that were their home.

When the first Europeans reached
America, the Indians, apart from the
northern Eskimo, could be divided
into five main regional groups. In the
north and east lived the Eastern
Forests Indians—Subarctic Hunters,
Northeastern Woodsmen, and South-

eastern Farmers. The Subarctic Hunt-
ers were nomads, who followed the
herds of caribou and moose, but the
Northeastern Woodsmen were farm-
ers, though they lived from hunting
and fishing as well. The Southeastern
Farmers also farmed, hunted, and
fished.

To the west, in the center of the
continent, lived the Plains Indians.
Some tribes were originally farmers,
but others were nomads, following
the herds of buffalo around. After the
coming of the white man, however,
the Plains Indians acquired horses
and guns, and buffalo hunting became
their normal way of life.

The Northwest Coast Indians were
fishermen, whereas their southerly

. neighbors—the California-Intermoun-

tain Indians, who lived between the
plains and the Pacific coast—were
divided into two groups, the Seed
Gatherers and the Horsemen. The
former were nomads, who gathered
seeds, nuts, and berries as they
ripened; the latter also gathered
seeds, but combined this with hunting
and riding, learned from the Indians
of the plains.

The Southwest Indians, like those
of the Eastern Forests, comprised
three groups. All--save one tribe of
Nomads, the Apache, who lived by
raiding their more peaceful neighbors
—Ilived from farming, although the
Farmers were seminomadic too.
Generally speaking, the culture of the
Southwest Indians was the most
stable and highly developed of all.
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Charting the Eastern Seaboard

As ship followed ship across the Atlantic, the outline of
North America began at last to take shape. Still searching
for a Northwest Passage by way of which they might reach
the Indies, mariners sailed north of mainland Canada,
while colonists, in settling, opened up the east coast.

t was Sir Humphrey Gilbert (15397-

1583) who reawakened in England
an interest in the Northwest Passage,
for he believed that America was the
legendary island of Atlantis, and that
a northern passage around it must
exist. To find this passage, Martin
Frobisher (1535?-1594) set sail in
1576. He rediscovered Greenland,
and discovered Baffin Island, sailing
into Frobisher Bay, which he thought
was the strait. In England, however,
greater interest was aroused by
“gold” ore he discovered, and in
search of this he sailed in 1577 and
1578. The “gold” was found to be
worthless, and his 1578 colonizing
attempt failed, but he did reach the
entrance to Hudson Strait.

Frobisher’s sight of Hudson Strait
convinced him that this, not Frobish-
er Bay, was the Northwest Passage.
Nevertheless, he did not explore it.
That was left to the man after whom
it is named. Henry Hudson (15507-
1611) made his first voyages in search
of a Northeast Passage to China, and
it was northeast that he set his course
when he sailed for the Dutch East
India Company in 1609. After
rounding northernmost Norway,
however, he turned west, and crossed
the Atlantic. On this first voyage
westward, he discovered and explored
the Hudson River, and landed on
Manhattan Island, where he and his
crew were welcomed by the Indians.
It was clear that the Hudson River

A Hudson lands on Manhattan Island.

could not be the strait he was seeking,
but his voyage did draw Dutch
attention to America. Soon enter-
prising Dutch traders were traveling
there to deal in furs.

One of these explorer-traders was
Adriaen Block (dates unknown), who
in 1614 discovered the waterway that
the Indians called the Quinnitukur—
the Connecticut River. Block sailed
some 50 miles up the river, and was
so impressed with the surrounding
country that he urged the Dutch to
colonize the area. However, it was
around the Hudson that they settled,
and to that region that the name New
Netherland came to apply. The first
settlement on Manhattan Island, on
the site of present-day New York,
was made by the Dutch, and called
New Amsterdam.

In 1610, Henry Hudson made a
second voyage to America, this time
in English service. His route now lay
to the northward, through Hudson
Straitand into Hudson Bay. Through-
out the voyage his crew was mutinous
and, after a terrible winter, rebellion
broke out. Hudson, his son, and
seven other men were cast adrift in an
open boat. The mutineers then sailed
for England, and the ship, under the
command of Robert Bylot (dates
unknown), arrived home safely; but
Hudson and his companions were
never seen again.

Hudson’s fate in no way lessened
interest in the Northwest Passage—
indeed, from Bylot’s report, some
concluded that the passage had been
found. The groups of businessmen
and merchants who then sponsored
voyages of discovery for trading
purposes continued commissioning
expeditions. A number were briefed
to trade with Asia via the strait some
thought Hudson had discovered;
others, with more skeptical sponsors,
to find a northwest strait.

In 1615, Robert Bylot sailed to
find the Northwest Passage, with
William Baffin (1584-1622). The
expedition sailed through Hudson
Strait to Foxe Basin, and from his
observations, Baffin concluded that
that route did not lead to a Northwest
Passage. Although on their second
voyage, in 1616, Bylot and Baffin
made many valuable discoveries,
they never managed to find the
passage that was their goal. They
did, however, explore Baffin Bay
thoroughly, discovering the entrances
to both Jones and Lancaster sounds.

One of the first English attempts to
colonize North America was made
by the same Sir Humphrey Gilbert
who had argued that a Northwest
Passage did exist. In 1583, he tried to
settle Newfoundland, but his expe-
dition met with nothing but ill luck.
On the outward voyage one ship
deserted, at Newfoundland another
had to be abandoned as unseaworthy,
and the largest of Gilbert’s three
remaining vessels ran aground on
Cape Breton Island. With two tiny
ships—one, the flagship, of only 10
tons—Gilbert set out to sail back to
England. But during the voyage his
frail flagship sank, and he was
drowned. His Newfoundland colony
did not long survive his death.

Farther south, Walter Raleigh
(15527-1618), Gilbert’s half brother,
organized three expeditions to the
New World. The first, led by Arthur
Barlow (1550?-1620?) and Philip Am-
adas (1550-1618), was a voyage of
reconnaissance. The queen of England
was so pleased at its glowing reports
of the region, named Virginia after
her, that she knighted Raleigh. A
party of settlers was sent to Virginia
the following year under Sir Richard
Grenville (1541?-1591). Expeditions
were made inland but, once the
colony was established, Grenville
returned to England. The settlement
he left on Roanoke Island, under the
direction of Ralph Lane (1530?-1603),
had trouble with the Indians, and
soon ran short of supplies. When, in
1586, Drake’s fleet stopped at
Roanoke Island, the colonists were
only too glad to leave for home.
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Raleigh’s third expedition was led
by John White (dates unknown), who
had already visited the New World
with Grenville and Lane. It, too,
ended in disaster for, while White
was back in England obtaining
supplies, all the settlers disappeared.
Their fate remains a mystery, for the
only trace found of them was the
name “Croatoan’ carved on a tree.

In 1602, Bartholomew Gosnold
(?-1607), on a voyage to collect
sassafras, a medicinal plant, dis-
covered and named Cape Cod, and
in 1605 George WWaymouth (dates
unknown), while investigating the
possibilities of colonizing the north-
east, discovered the Kennebec River,
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and explored it and Penobscot Bay.
Such coastal expeditions marked the
limits of English exploration, for,
although a few expeditions had been
made from the Roanoke colonies, the
English at this stage never penetrated
far inland.

In 1606, two companies were
granted patents by King James 1 of
England to colonize North America.
The Plymouth Company was to settle
a northern area—roughly between
Penobscot Bay and Chesapeake Bay
—and the London Company a region
stretching south from the Hudson
River. In the service of the London
Company, John Smith (1580-1631)
set sail for America in 1606. His ex-

Smith {for the London Company!  Sa 1606-9
Smith (for the Plymouth Company) 5b 1614

pedition founded Jamestown, which
was named after the king of England
and, largely due to Smith’<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>